
Al l in terpret ive systems deal w i t h the author. M o d e rn systems consider the text to 

be au tonomous, so that it is d isconnected f rom the author 's interests. In Reading the 

Bible Ethically, Er ic Douglass reconsiders this connec t ion. H i s central a rgument is 

that the author is a subject w ho reproduces her cu l tu re and her subject ivi ty in the 

text. As the author reproduces her subjectivity, the text funct ions as the author 's 

voice. Th is al lows Douglass to apply ethical pr inciples to in terpretat ion, where that 

voice is t reated as a subject for conversat ion, and not an object for manipu la t ion. He 

uses this to tex tu re the read ing process, so that an ini t ial read ing takes account of 

the author 's commun ica t i on, wh i l e a second read ing cri t iques that commun ica t ion. 
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