
This volume addresses quest ions of con t in u ity and change i n the religious lif e of the Levant 

between Alexander's conquest of the Mid d le East u n t il the end of the Umayyad per iod, a 

top ic wh ich has received growing at t en t ion over the last decade w i t h i n the fields of ancient 

h istory, archaeology, ph ilology, and religious studies. The volume pu lls together the efforts 

of scholars from all of these fields, and it s cen t ral concerns include the representat ions 

and expressions of religious id en t ity i n sacred arch itecture, iconography, and texts. These 

representat ions and expressions are explored t h rou gh lit eratu re, inscr ip t ions, and iconography, 

and t h ough the arch itectu ral as we ll as the fun ct ion al development of sanctuaries, churches, and 

mosques. The volume includes papers on themes such as d efin it ion, creat ion, d issolu t ion, and 

in tercon n ect ion between sacred sites, as we ll as access and audience. These developments are 

examined t h rou gh the lenses of aspects of con t in u ity and change i n mater ial and lit erary cu ltu re. 

W i t h a p o int of departure i n the development of u rban, sub-urban, and ext ra-urban 

sanctuaries, churches, and early mosques, as we ll as t h eir associated cults and religions, the 

con t r ibu t ions i n t h is volume explore the shaping and development of the religious iden t it ies 

of ind ividuals, groups, and societ ies, and assess h ow these categories of religious id en t ity were 

in terrelated and shaped by a var iety of circumstances. The volume aims at u n der lin ing the 

importance of in t erd iscip lin ary studies to the comprehensive understanding of th is complex 

field and at open ing up discussions of m ethodological and theoret ical approaches wh ich can 

be used across these disciplines. 
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C O N TEXTU ALIZIN G TH E SACRED: 
SACRED SPACE AN D ITS MATERIAL CU LTUI 
I N TH E AN CI ENT NEAR EAST AN D EGYPT, 
10 00 BC - AD 6 00 

Sacred space - it s use, development and mean ing - is a major theme i n archaeology 

and ancient h istory, and product ive of research quest ions relat ing to religious iden t it y, 

performance and pract ice, change, in n ovat ion, and d issolu t ion. Th is series seeks to 

in tegrate the study of archaeology, texts, arch itectu re, and re ligion, creat ing a fo rum 

for in t erd iscip lin ary and comparat ive studies of landscapes and domains of evidence 

th at are n orm ally t reated separately. The series is open to them at ic, cross-regional, and 

d iachron ic studies, as we ll as specific works w i t h i n ancient h istory, classical archaeo-

logy, Egyptology, Assyriology, archaeology, and ph ilo logy t h at t reat sacred space and it s 

m ater ial cu lt u re i n regions encompassed by the designat ion 'An cient Near East5. Studies 

that seek to make issues and quest ions from one area accessible and t h ough t -p rovoking 

t o scholars i n another are welcome. 


