
Contents

List of Illustrations xi

Acknowledgments xiii

Technical Note xvii

Introduction 1

1. The Lives and Lives of the Madmen of 0 and Tsang 19
Hagiography and History 19
The Life of the Madman of 0 (1458-1532) 22
The Life of the Madman of Tsang (1452-1507) 29

2. Of Scripture and Bone: The Tantric Discipline of the
Madmen of 0 and Tsang 39

The Practice of the Observance 40
The Secret Practice, the Insane Observance 50
"You, the Hero, Glorious Heruka Himself..." 56
Tantric Literalism 65
Conclusion 75

3. Sainthood in the Making: The Madmen of
0 and Tsang in Public 78

The Drum Sound of Their Fame 78
The Repertoire of Siddha Behavior 88
Performing Enlightenment 94
"To Spread and Increase the Teachings of the Kagyii" 98
Tantric Literalism in Context: Competing Models of

Buddhist Holiness 104
Conclusion 112

Intermezzo: The Relationship between the Madmen
of 0 and Tsang 115



viii Contents

4. Civil War, Strategic Alliances: The Madmen of 0 and Tsang in
Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-Century Tibet 120

The Pakmodru-Geluk Partnership 121
The Rinpung Revolt 128
Priestly Alliances and Sectarian Aggression under

the Rinpungpas 133
Sakya, Kagyii, and Rinpungpa Affairs 139
"A Mutual Understanding": The Patrons of the Madmen

of 0 and Tsang 141
Conclusion 148

5. Making History: The Later Projects of the Madmen
of 0 and Tsang 152

The Projects of the Madman of 0 and His Disciples 153
The Literary School of the Madman of Tsang . 154
Writing and Printing the Life ofMilarepa 157
Milarepa the Madman, the Madman as Milarepa 169
Putting the Aural Transmission to Paper 176
Renovating the Swayambhunath Stupa 184
Conclusion 190

6. Who Was Drukpa Kiinle? 193
Popular Depictions of Drukpa Kiinle 194
Drukpa Kiinle's Miscellaneous Writings 199
The Trajectory of Drukpa Kiinle's Life 202
Drukpa Kiinle's Position in Politics 206
Drukpa Kiinle the Critic 208
Drukpa Kiinle and the Holy Madmen 213
The Transformation of Drukpa Kiinle 216

7. The Enduring Trope of Holy Madness 220
Other Madmen and Madwomen 220
The Broader Rhetoric of Madness 223
Influencing Deed and Representation within the

Madman Tradition 229
The Allure of Holy Madness 234

Epilogue 243

Notes 245

Tibetan Spellings 301



Contents ix

Works Cited 311
Tibetan-Language Sources 311
European-Language Sources 317
Interviews 328

Index 329


