
Am alar of Metz's On the Liturgy (the Liber officia/ is, 

or De ecclesiastico officio) was one of the most widely 

read and circu lated texts of the Carolingian era. The 

fr u i t of lifelong reflect ion and study i n the wake of 

lit u rgical reform i n the early n in th century, Am a-

lar's com m en tary inaugurated the Western m ed i-

eval t r ad it ion of allegorical lit u rgical exegesis and 

has bequeathed a wealth of in fo rm at ion about the 

con ten ts and conduct of the early medieval Mass 

and Office. I n 158 chapters d ivided in to four books, 

On the Liturgy addresses the en t ire phenom enon of 

Ch r ist ian worsh ip, from lit u rgical prayers to clerical 

vestments to the bod ily gestures of the celebrants. 

For Amalar, t h is lit u rgical d iversity aimed, above all, 

t o commemorate the lif e of Ch r ist, to provide the 

Ch r ist ian fait h ful w i t h m oral in st ru ct ion, and to re-

call O ld Testament precursors of Ch r ist ian r ites. To 

uncover these layers of mean ing, Am alar employed 

in terpret ive techn iques and ideas t h at he had in -

h er it ed from the pat r ist ic t r ad it ion of b ib lical ex-

egesis—a novel approach t h at proved b o th deeply 

popu lar and, among h is con temporaries, h igh ly con-

t roversial. 

Th is volume adapts the text of Jean -Michel 

Hanssens's m on um en t al 1948 ed it ion of Amalar's 

t reat ise and provides the first complete t ranslat ion 

in t o a m odern language. 
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The Du m b ar t on Oaks Med ieval Lib rary presents 

or iginal Byzan t ine Greek, Med ieval La t in, and O ld 

English texts w i t h facing-page t ranslat ions designed 

t o make wr i t t en achievements of medieval and 

Byzant ine cultures available to English-speaking 

scholars and general readers. Aim ed at a global aud i-

ence, i t offers fam iliar classics of t he medieval canon 

as well as lesser-known texts of lit erary and cu lt u ral 

value i n accessible m odern t ranslat ions based on the 

latest research by leading figures i n the field. 


