
E VERY YE A R , T H E RE ARE S E VE R AL H U N D R ED A T T A C K S O N 

India's Ch r ist ians. These at tacks are carr ied out by vio lent an t i -m in o r i ty act ivist s, 

m any of t h em p rovoked by wh at t h ey perceive to be a Ch r ist ian p ropen sity for aggres-

sive p roselyt izat ion or by ru m ored or real conversions to the fa it h. Pentecostals are 

d isp ropor t ion at ely targeted. 

D r a w ing on extensive in t erviews, et h n ograph ic wo r k, and a vast scholar ly l i t e r -

ature on in t er re ligious vio len ce, H in du n at ion alism, and Ch r is t ian i ty i n In d ia, Ch ad 

M . Bauman examines th is ph en om en on. W h i l e some of the factors i n the t a rget ing of 

Pentecostals are obvious and exp ect ed —t h eir relat ively greater evangelical assert ive-

ness, for in st an ce—ot h er sign ificant factors are less ackn owledged and m ore su rp r is-

in g: m argin alizat ion of Pentecostals by "m ain st ream" Ch r ist ian s; the social locat ion 

of Pentecostal Ch r ist ian s; and t ran sn at ion al flows of m ission ary person n el, t h eor ies, 

and funds. A detailed analysis of In d ian Ch r ist ian h ist o ry, con t em porary In d ian p o l i -

t ics, In d ian social and cu lt u ral character ist ics, and Pentecostal belief and pract ice, th is 

volume sheds im p or t ant l igh t on a t r o u b l ing fact of con t em porary In d ian life . 
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