
Praise for THE POW ER OF H U A C A S 

" Brosseder combines insights from history, 

anthropology, and art history (how depictions 

of saints, of confession, of hell, changed over 

time) to create a compelling narrative that is as 

powerful as it is surprising ... Very few books 

attempt to do what the author has done here, 

that is, establish what were the parameters of 

the discussion between European and native 

perceptions and how they influenced one another' 

— Tamar Herzog, M onroe G utman Professor of Latin A merican 

A ffairs, Harvard University, author of Defining Nations: 

Immigrants and Citizens in Early Modern Spain and Spanish America 

and Upholding Justice: State, Law, and the Penal System in Quito, 

and coeditor of Polycentric Monarchies: How Did Early Modern 

Spain and Portugal Achieve and Maintain a Global Hegemony? 

" Claudia Brosseder is an important new voice in 

South American studies. Her tour deforce, T H E 

P O W E R O F HUACAS, explores the interactions 

between Andean shamans and Jesuit priests in 

colonial Peru through the lens of the evolving 

European concepts of 'witchcraft'... Brosseders 

new understanding of colonial Andean religion 

is convincing, innovative, and thoroughly 

researched'' 

— Sabine Hyland, Associate Professor of A nthropology, St. 

N orbert College, and author of Gods of the Andes: An Early 

Jesuit Account oflnca Religion and Andean Christianity, The Quito 

Manuscript: An Jnca History Preserved by Fernando de Montesinos, 

and The Jesuit and the Incas: The Extraordinary Life of Padre Bias 

Valera, S.J 



The ro le o f the religio us specialist i n A nd ean cultures o f the sixteenth, 

seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries was a co mplicated one, balanced betw een 

lo cal trad itio ns and the culture o f the Spanish. In The Power of Huacas, Claudia 

Brosseder reconstructs the d ynamic interactio n betw een religious specialists 

and the co lo nial w o rld that unfo ld ed aro und them, co nsid ering ho w the 

discourse about relig io n shifted o n b o th sides o f the Spanish and A nd ean 

relatio nship i n complex and unexpected ways. 

In The Power of Huacas, Brosseder examines evidence o f transcultural 

exchange thro ug h religio us histo ry , anthro po lo gy , and cultural studies. Taking 

A nd ean religio us specialists—or hechizeros (sorcerers) i n co lo nial Spanish 

termino lo gy—as a starting p o int, she considers the d ifferent ways i n w hic h 

A ndeans and Spaniards tho ught about key cultural and religious concepts. 

Unlike previous studies, this imp o rtant bo o k f u l ly o utlines b o th sides o f the 

co lo nial relatio nship ; Brosseder uses extensive archival research in Bo liv ia, 

Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Spain, Italy , and the United States, as w el l as careful 

analysis o f archaeological and art histo rical objects, to present the A nd ean 

religious w o rld v iew o f the p erio d o n equal f o o ting w i th that o f the Spanish. 

Thro ug ho ut the co lo nial p erio d , she argues, A nd ean religious specialists 

retained their o w n unique lo gic, w hic h encompassed specific ideas about 

holiness, nature, sickness, and social harmo ny. The Power o f Huacas deepens 

o ur und erstand ing o f the complexities o f assimilation, sho w ing that, w i th i n 

the maelstro m o f transcultural exchange i n the Spanish A mericas, Euro pean 

paradigms ultimately changed mo re than A nd ean ones. 
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