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More exegetical literature survives from the hand of Cyr il of Alexandr ia than from 

nearly any other Greek patr ist ic author, yet th is sizable body of w ork has scarcely 

received the degree of at ten t ion i t deserves. I n th is w or k, Mat th ew R. Crawford 

reconstructs the in tellectual context that gave rise to th is literary output and 

h igh ligh ts Cyril's Tr in itar ian theology, received as an inheritance from the four th 

century, as the most impor tant defin ing factor. Cyril's appropr iat ion of pro-Nicene 

Tr in itar ian ism is evident in both his theology of revelat ion and his theology of 

exegesis, the t wo foci that comprise his doctr ine of Scripture. Revelat ion, in his 

understanding, proceeds from the Father, th rough the Son, and in the Spir it, 

fol low in g the order of Tr in itar ian relat ions. Alth ough Cyril's in terpretat ion of 

revelat ion may consequently be called Tr in i t ar ian ', i t is also resolutely 

Chr istological, since the divine and incarnate Son functions as the central 

content and mediator of all divine unveiling. 

Corresponding to th is divine movement towards human ity in revelat ion is 

humanity's appropr iat ion of divine lif e according to the reverse pat tern—in the 

Spir it, th rough the Son, un to the Father. Applied to exegesis, th is Tr in itar ian 

pat tern implies that the Spir it directs the reader of Scripture to a Christological 

in terpretat ion of the text, th rough wh ich the believer beholds the incarnate Son, the 

exemplar of vir tue and the perfect image of the Father, and accordingly advances in 

both vir tue and knowledge. Th is process continues un t il the final eschatological 

vision when the types and riddles of Scripture w i l l be done away w i t h in light of the 

overwhelming clar ity of the Christologically-mediated Tr in itar ian vision. 
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