
The Du tch revolt of the sixteenth cen tury 

sparked one of the largest refugee crises of 

Reformat ion Europe. Th is book explores the 

fligh t , exile and eventual re t u rn of Catholic 

men and wom en du r ing the war. By m apping 

the Catholic diaspora across Europe, 

Geert H. Janssen explains how exile worked 

as a catalyst of religious rad icalisat ion and 

t ransformed the worldviews, networks and 

iden t it ies of the refugees. Lik e their Protestant 

coun terparts, the displaced Catholic 

com m un it ies became the m ob ilising forces 

beh ind a m il i t ant In tern at ion al Catholicism. 

The Catholic exile experience thus facilitated 

the permanent separat ion of the n or t h ern and 

southern Netherlands. Drawing on diaries, 

let ters and evidence from mater ial cu ltu re, th is 

book offers a penet rat ing p ictu re of the lives 

of early m odern refugees and their agency in 

the Counter-Reformat ion. 
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'Janssen combines sharp analysis, clear wr i t in g, and arch ival depth i n a 

com pelling narrat ive that puts a h u m an face on the wren ch ing experience 

of fligh t , exile, and ret u rn for Du tch Catholic refugees i n the Reformat ion. 

The subject mat ter is new and im por t an t, and Janssen's t reatment 

of i t is or igin al and first rate.' 

NICHO LAS TERPSTRA, Un iversity of Toronto 

Th is wide-ranging and or igin al study offers an in t r igu ing m irror-image of 

a fam iliar story: the Du tch Revolt, but from the point of view of Catholics 

who were forced out of the newly independent state to exile or an eventual 

home i n a Catholic South. Reading Janssen, i t is fascinat ing to appreciate 

the in t ern at ion al d im ension of the Catholic exile experience wh ich was 

format ive i n the Counter-Reformat ion of the Low Countries, and to realise 

how m uch m yt h -m aking has gone in to the later h istory of t h is 

accidentally d ivided land.' 

D IARMAI D MACCULLO CH, Un iversity of Oxford 

' The Dutch Revolt and Catholic Exile in Reformation Europe is a work both 

of synthesis and of explorat ion. Summarising m uch recent research on 

the revolt, Geert Janssen also opens up one of it s neglected areas - the 

experience of Catholics who fled in to exile from their nat ive coun t ry, later 

ret u rn ing w i t h their religious at t itudes t ransformed. Rich ly in form at ive, 

t h is valuable study w i l l appeal to students of Netherlands h istory and 

equally to a ll in terested i n m igrat ion and exile as pervasive 

features of the European past.' 

H UGH DUNTH O RNE, Swansea Un iversity 


