The Dutch revolt of the sixteenth century
sparked one of the largest refugee crises of
Reformation Europe. This book explores the
flight, exile and eventual return of Catholic
men and women during the war. By mapping
the Catholic diaspora across Europe,

Geert H. Janssen explains how exile worked

as a catalyst of religious radicalisation and
transformed the worldviews, networks and
identities of the refugees. Like their Protestant
counterparts, the displaced Catholic
communities became the mobilising forces
behind a militant International Catholicism.
The Catholic exile experience thus facilitated
the permanent separation of the northern and
southern Netherlands. Drawing on diaries,
letters and evidence from material culture, this
book offers a penetrating picture of the lives
of early modern refugees and their agency in
the Counter-Reformation.
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‘Janssen combines sharp analysis, clear writing, and archival depthin a
compelling narrative that puts a human face on the wrenching experience
of flight, exile, and return for Dutch Catholic refugees in the Reformation.

The subject matter is new and important, and Janssen’s treatment
of itis original and firstrate.’
NICHOLAS TERPSTRA, University of Toronto

‘This wide-ranging and original study offers an intriguing mirror-image of
afamiliar story: the Dutch Revolt, but from the point of view of Catholics
who were forced out of the newly independent state to exile or an eventual
home in a Catholic South. ReadingJanssen, it is fascinating to appreciate
the international dimension of the Catholic exile experience which was
formative in the Counter-Reformation of the Low Countries, and to realise
how much myth-making has gone into the later history of this
accidentally divided land.’

DIARMAID MACCULLOCH, University of Oxford

‘The Dutch Revolt and Catholic Exile in Reformation Europeis a work both
of synthesis and of exploration. Summarising much recent research on
the revolt, GeertJanssen also opens up one of its neglected areas — the
experience of Catholics who fled into exile from their native country, later
returning with their religious attitudes transformed. Richly informative,
this valuable study will appeal to students of Netherlands history and
equally to all interested in migration and exile as pervasive
features of the European past.’

HUGH DUNTHORNE, Swansea University



