
CONTENTS 

Acknowlegments ix 
Abbreviations x i 

Chapter 1 
INTRODUCTION : HEBREWS A N D ITS I M P E R I A L C O N T E X T 1 

I . Assumptions 4 
I I . Method 16 

III. Arrangement 19 

Chapter 2 
T H E RHETORIC OF RESISTANCE: 
FIGURED SPEECH A N D THE C R I T I Q U E OF I M P E R I A L POWER 21 

I . General Definition of Figured Speech 22 
I I . Types of Figured Speech 23 

III. Conditions for the Use o f Figured Speech 29 
IV. Effectiveness of Figured Speech 31 
V. Detection o f Figured Speech 33 

V I . Figured Speech and the Roman Imperial Context 36 
V I I . Conclusion 46 

Chapter 3 
RESISTING A S S I M I L A T I O N : T H E W A R N I N G A G A I N S T I D O L A T R Y 49 

I . Negative Pressures and Positive Attractions in Hebrews 49 
I I . Idol Polemic Among Early Jews and Christians 50 

HI . Figured Use of Idol Polemic in Hebrews 61 
IV. Conclusion 75 

Chapter 4 
RESISTING A S S I M I L A T I O N : A BETTER HOPE 77 

I . Figured Comparisons and an Oblique Reference 77 
I I . A Better Oixouj^evy) 78 

I I I . A Better Tlarpiq 86 
IV. A KaTa7raucng Free o f "Works" 93 
V. Conclusion 98 



vii i Contents 

Chapter 5 
RESISTING IMPERIAL C L A I M S : T H E ETERNAL C I T Y A N D ITS R U L E R 100 

I . A City That Does Not Remain in Hebrews 13:14a 101 
I I . The Eternity of Rome and Its Emperor 104 

I I I . The Eternal City and Its Ruler in Hebrews 113 
IV. Conclusion 115 

Chapter 6 
RESISTING IMPERIAL C L A I M S : JESUS' DEFEAT OF THE D E V I L 122 

I . The Devil as One Having the Power of Death: 
A Figured Reference to Roman Imperium 124 

I I . Jesus' Defeat of the Devil: 
Resistance to Coercive Imperial Power 139 

I I I . Conclusion 141 

Chapter 7 
RESISTING IMPERIAL C L A I M S : 
JESUS ' H E R C U L E A N L A B O R OF L I B E R A T I O N 142 

I . The Herculean Jesus of Hebrews 143 
I I . The Herculean Emperors of Rome 152 

I I I . The Anti-Imperial Implications of the 
Herculean Jesus of Hebrews 158 

Chapter 8 
RESISTING IMPERIAL C L A I M S : 
A N S W E R I N G T H E T H E O D I C A L C H A L L E N G E OF F L A V I A N T R I U M P H 160 

I . Multiple Aims of a Discourse and the 
Theodical A i m of Hebrews 160 

I I . The Theodical Challenge of Flavian Victory 162 
I I I . Some Jewish and Christian Responses to Flavian Victory 173 
IV. Hebrews's Figured Response to Flavian Victory 178 
V. Implications o f Hebrews's Figured Critique 

of Flavian Victory 186 

Chapter 9 
CONCLUSION 189 

I . Summary 189 
I I . Relapse Theories and Hebrews 190 

I I I . The New Testament and Hebrews 193 
IV. Christian Martyrdom and Hebrews 195 
V. Resisting Empire and Hebrews 196 

Bibliography 200 
Index of References 216 
Index o f Authors 229 


