
The Sasanian Em p ire was ho m e to many relig io us co mmunities. It was also a 

place o f meeting and transfo rm atio n. It w as w here o ld relig io ns met m o re 

recent arrivals, and w here b o th new and o ld w ere transfo rm ed as a result o f this 

co ntact. W hile so me relig io us co m m unities shared m o re than o thers, and this 

fo r histo rical o r geo graphical reasons, so me f o rm o f co ntact and exchange w ith 

Z o ro astrianism, the relig io n o f the ru l ing dynasty and o f many o f the 

inhabitants o f the emp ire w as und o ubted ly the rule f o r all. 

The studies in this v o lu m e exp lo re the d ynamics betw een these co mmunities 

w i th in the bro ad Sasanian relig io us and cultural co ntext and enco mpass a 

d iverse array o f to p ics co ncerning , in particular, Jews, Christians, and 

Manichaeans. So me includ e the Ro m an East in their d eliberatio ns. M o st, 

ho w ev er, deal w i th the interactio n o f o ne o r o ther Sasanian relig io us c o m m u nity 

w i th Z o ro astrianism. 


