
In Ricoeur on Moral Religion, James Carter argues that Paul Ricoeur's later 
ph ilosophical wr it ings provide a h igh ly inst ruct ive in terpret ive key wi t h 
wh ich to assess his ph ilosoph ical project as a whole. Th is first systematic 
study of the 'later Ricoeur' offers a cr it ical yet sympathet ic reconst ruct ion 
of Ricoeur's hermeneut ics of eth ical life, wh ich demonstrates his sign ificant 
con t r ibu t ion to con tem porary ph ilosophy of religion and m oral ph ilosophy. 
W h at emerges is a clear and dist inct ive m oral religion that binds humans 
together universally on the basis of the lif e they share as capable beings. 
Carter also uncovers a h it h er to unforeseen thread in Ricoeur's wr it in gs 
concern ing eth ical life, pu lled t h rough his own readings of Spinoza, 
Ar istot le, and Kant. Ricoeur's hermeneut ics is st ructu red by a Kan t ian 
arch itecton ic in form ed at different levels by these three ph ilosophers, who 
grou nd a r ich, holist ic, and u lt im ately rat ionalist account of eth ical lif e and 
religion that resists the t rappings of both posit ivism and postm odern ism. 
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