
JEFFREY STACKERT ADDRESSES 

T W O OF T H E O LD EST A N D 

M O ST P ERSISTENT PRO BLEMS I N 

BI BLI C A L STU D I ES: the relat ionsh ip 

between prophecy and law i n the Hebrew 

Bible and the u t i l i t y of the Docu m en t ary 

Hypothesis for understand ing Israelite 

religion. These topics have i n m any ways 

dom in ated pentateuchal studies and the 

invest igat ion of Israelite religion since the 

n ineteen th cen tury, cu lm in a t ing i n Julius 

Wellhausen's in fluen t ial Prolegomena 

to the History of Ancient Israel. Set t ing 

h is in q u iry against th is backdrop 

wh il e d rawing on and extend ing recent 

developments i n pentateuchal theory, 

Stackert tackles the subject t h rou gh an 

invest igat ion of the different presentat ions 

of Mosaic prophecy i n the four Torah 

sources. H is book shows that these texts 

con tain a r ich and longstand ing debate 

over prophecy, it s relat ion to law, and it s 

place i n Israelite religion. 

W i t h th is argument, A Prophet Like 

Moses demonstrates a new role for the 

Docum en t ary Hypothesis i n discussions 

of Israelite religion. I t also provides an 

oppor t u n ity for cr it ical reflect ion on the 

h istory of the field of b ib lical studies. 

Stackert concludes w i t h an argument for 

the im portance of sit uat ing b ib lical studies 

and the study of ancient Israelite religion 

w i t h i n the larger field of religious studies 

rather t h an t reat ing t h em solely or even 

p r im ar ily as theological d isciplines. 



JEFFREY STACKERT is a b ib lical 
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theory, Israelite and Mesopotam ian 

religions, and in teract ions between 

b ib lical and non -b ib lical ancient Near 

Eastern texts. He received the 2010 John 

Templeton Award for Theological Promise 

for h is first book, Rewriting the Torah: 
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Holiness Legislation. 



" I n A Prophet Like Moses, Jeffrey Stackert offers a very in telligent and engaging 

book. Com par ing ancient Near Eastern prophet ic texts and groun d ing his approach 

i n the current (and notably debated) 'Neo-Docum en tary Hypothesis/  Stackert 

examines the prophet ic dimensions of Moses' iden t ity and the different views of 

prophecy i n the pentateuchal sources. The book marks a sign ificant con t r ibu t ion to 

b ib lical scholarship. Clear and well wr i t t en, in sigh t fu l—and h igh ly recommended." 

M A R K S. S M I T H 

Skirball Professor of Bible and An cient Near Eastern Studies, New York Un iversity 

"A n elegant and im por t ant con t r ibu t ion to current scholarship on the Pentateuch. 

Stackert reframes Wellhausen's cen t ral questions about law and prophecy and 

delivers a com pelling analysis of the d ist inct ive posit ions i n the pentateuchal 

sources. I t w i l l evoke controversy i n some quarters, but i t is very solid scholarship." 

R O N ALD H E N D EL 

Dabby Professor of Hebrew Bible, Un iversity of Californ ia, Berkeley 

"Stackert complicates the h istor ical relat ionsh ip between law and prophecy, by 

iden t ifying an an t i-prophet ic tendency i n the Eloh ist source i n the pre-exilic per iod. 

I n so doin g, he undercuts the developmental view of Israelite religion associated 

w i t h Wellhausen. Th is is a bo ld and ambit ious book wh ich is sure to ign ite a debate 

that has far-reaching implicat ions for our understanding of the religion of Israel." 

JO HN J. C O LLI N S 

Holmes Professor of O ld Testament, Yale 


