
Zu dieser Reihe: Vita regularis liefert Beiträge zur weiteren 

Erforschung regulären Lebens in Klöstern und Orden des 

Mittelalters. Im Vordergrund stehen institutionsgeschicht-

liche Aspekte, die insbesondere auf Phänomene der Orga-

nisation und des normativen Bestandes, auf spirituelle und 

pragmatische Leitideen sowie auf Beziehungen zum sozia-

len und geistigen Umfeld im geschichtlichen Wandel zielen. 

About this volume: This collection of essays focuses on ru-

les and observances in medieval monasteries and provides a 

survey of how the efficacy of religious communities could 

be ensured. The volume offers a rich variety of perspectives, 

ranging from the role of paraenetic literature and education, 

the problem of maintaining obedience and the implemen-

tation of reform to the importance of architectural features 

and the relative merits of the eremitical and the coenobi-

te form of the vita religiosa. While the emphasis is on the 

history of the Franciscan order between the thirteenth and 

fifteenth centuries, articles on other monastic communities 

provide a comparative approach. The volume gives a clo-

ser insight into European research projects and casts light 

on manifold aspects of monastic rules and observances as 

"devising forms of communal life." 


