
"Th is is a unique and v ery interesting v o lume. There have been many w o rks o n the faith 

o f the A m erican fo unders, but this one is bo th no tably comprehensive and intrig u ing . 

Its contents range f ro m deism to Judaism to Calv inism to Islam, f ro m Lo yalists to Baptists, 

f ro m Quakers to Presbyterians, f ro m Jo hn Hanco ck to Jo hn D ickinso n, f ro m the Bible to 

race. M uch o f this w o rk breaks entirely new g ro und . Kud o s to Daniel Dreisbach, 

M ark D av id H al l , and their co lleagues fo r a real co ntributio n to the field and fo r 

some fascinating read ing ." 

P A U L K E N G O R , Pro fessor o f Po litical Science, Gro v e C ity Co llege 

T
H E R O L E O F R EL I G I O N I N T H E F O U N D I N G O F A M ER I C A has lo ng been 

a ho tly debated questio n. Some histo rians have regard ed the v iew s o f a few famous 

fo unders, such as Benjamin Frankl in , Tho mas Jefferson, James Mad iso n, and Tho mas Paine, 

as evidence that the fo unders w ere deists w ho advocated the strict separation o f church and 

state. Po pular Christian po lemicists, o n the o ther hand , have attempted to show that v irtu al ly 

all o f the founders w ere pious Christians in favo r o f public suppo rt fo r relig io n. 

A s the essays in this v o lume demonstrate, a d iverse array o f relig io us trad itio ns info rmed 

the p o litical culture o f the A m erican fo und ing . Faith and the Founders of the American Republic 

includes studies bo th o f m ino rity faiths, such as Islam and Judaism, and o f major trad itio ns like 

Calv inism . It also includes nuanced analysis o f specific f o und ers— Q uaker Jo hn D ickinso n, 

p ro minent Baptists Isaac Backus and Jo hn Leland , and theistic ratio nalist Go uv erneur M o rris, 

amo ng o th e rs— w ith attentio n to their personal histo ries, faiths, co nstitutio nal philo sophies, 

and v iew s o n the relatio nship betw een relig io n and the state. 

This v o lume w i l l be a crucial resource fo r anyone interested i n the place o f faith in the 

f o u nd ing o f the A m eric an co nstitutio nal rep ublic , f ro m p o litical , relig io us, histo rical, and 

legal perspectives. 
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