
CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS 

IN LATE ANTIQUITY 

A N D T H E MID D LE AGES 
Classical c iv i l i za t ion (an d h en ce con t e m p or ar y W est er n cu l t u r e) h ad deep root s i n 

Afr o- Asiat ic cu lt u r es, b u t these in fluen ces have been syst emat ically over looked . Th i s 

series o f m on ogr aph s an d collect ion s o f ar t icles addresses t h e social, r eligious, an d 

cu l t u r a l in t er act ion s bet w een East an d W est , p ar t i cu lar ly t h e al ien at ion between 

East an d W est as t h e t w o par t s o f t h e Ro m an Em p i r e gr ew apar t f r o m t h e fo u r t h 

ce n t u r y on w ar ds. To t r eat t h e cu lt u r es o f W est er n Eu r ope , By z an t i u m , an d t h e 

M u s l i m East separately, as i f t oo fu n d am en t a l ly disparate for subst an t ive b or r ow in gs 

or syn cr et ism t o t ake place, is a drast ic sim p l i f i ca t ion o f t h e cu l t u r a l an d r eligious 

en coun t er s bet w een East an d W est t h r o u gh o u t Lat e A n t i q u i t y an d t h e M i d d l e Ages. 

CON FLICT AND RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION 

IN LATIN CHRISTENDOM 

STUDIES IN HONOUR OF ORA LIMOR 

Th e l i t e r a t u r e again st t h e Jews (contra Iudeos) was cr u cia l ly i n f l u e n t i a l i n t h e 

sh ap in g o f Ch r i s t i a n i t y d u r i n g t h e cen t u r ies fo l l o w i n g t h e c r u c i f i x i o n , p ar t i cu la r ly 

d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d w h e n Ch r i s t i a n i t y r em ain ed ou t side official Ro m a n t o le r a t ion . 

A n d ye t , t h is p h e n o m e n o n d i d n o t decl in e i n t h e M i d d l e Ages w h e n Ch r i s t i a n i t y 

em er ged as t h e su pr em e p ow er i n t h e w est er n w o r l d an d Ju daism c o u l d n o lon ger 

t h r eat en i t i n an y way. Th e Jewish response t o t h is l i t e r ar y pr act ice d i d n o t arise for 

some t i m e , ye t f r o m t h e t w e l f t h ce n t u r y on w ar ds t h e effor t t o cou n t e r Ch r i st i an 

ideological at t acks became a cen t r al in t e l lec t u al ac t iv i t y an d a pressin g con cer n o n 

t h e p ar t o f Jew ish sch olars i n t h e W est . A l t h o u g h b o t h La t i n an d H e b r e w polem ics 

w er e o ft en i n t e n d e d , first an d for em ost , for local audien ces i n or der t o sat isfy local 

needs an d in t e l l ec t u al dem an ds, t h ey also en gaged each ot h er , an d raised u r gen t 

t h eological an d c u l t u r a l quest ion s i n d o i n g so. Th is cu l t u r a l discourse d i d n o t ju st 

find expression i n p o le m ica l l i t e r at u r e (Nizahon an d Adversus Iudaeos) b u t also i n 

a var ie t y o f o t h e r r epr esen t at ion s an d d a i ly pract ices. Th is co l l ec t ion o f studies is 

d evot ed t o an e xam in a t ioa o f t h e sign ifican ce o f t h is p h e n o m e n o n as a longue durée 

process, an d pursues it s con cer n s f r o m a var ie t y o f in n ovat ive perspect ives t h a t j o i n 

t oget h er au t h o r i t a t ive sch olars f r o m t h e field o f Je w i sh - Ch r i s t i a n r elat ion s. 


