
M a r t i n L u t h e r was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n i n i t i a t i n g 

t h e m o s t d r a m a t i c r e f o r m m o v e m e n t i n 

t h e h i s t o r y o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . F o r t y - s e v e n essavs 

b y h i s t o r i a n s a n d t h e o l o g i a n s f r o m fifteen 

c o u n t r i e s p r o v i d e i n s i g h t i n t o t h e b a c k g r o u n d 

a n d c o n t e x t , t h e c o n t e n t , a n d t h e i m p a c t o f 

h i s w a y o f t h o u g h t . N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

C h i n e s e e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m e r s , t w e n t i e t h -

c e n t u r y A f r i c a n a n d I n d i a n soc ia l r e f o r m e r s , 

G e r m a n p h i l o s o p h e r s , a n d C h r i s t i a n s o f m a n y 

t r a d i t i o n s o n every c o n t i n e n t have f o u n d i n 

L u t h e r ' s w r i t i n g s s t i m u l a t i o n a n d p r o v o c a t i o n 

f o r a d d r e s s i n g m o d e r n p r o b l e m s . T h i s v o l u m e 

o f f ers s t u d i e s o f t h e l a t e m e d i e v a l i n t e l l e c t u a l 

m i l i e u s i n w h i c h h i s t h o u g h t was f o r m e d , 

t h e h e r m e n e u t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s t h a t g u i d e d h i s 

r e a d i n g a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e , t h e c o n ­

t e n t o f h i s f o r m u l a t i o n s o f C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g 

o n spec i f i c t o p i c s , h i s so c ia l a n d e t h i c t h o u g h t , 

t h e ways i n w h i c h h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , b o t h 

s u p p o r t e r s a n d o p p o n e n t s , h e l p e d shape h i s 

ideas , t h e r o l e o f spec i f i c g e n r e i n d e v e l o p i n g 

h i s p o s i t i o n s o n issues o f t h e dav, a n d t h e i n f l u ­

ences he has e x e r c i s e d i n t h e past a n d c o n t i n ­

ues t o exerc ise t o d a y i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e 

w o r l d a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h . A u t h o r s s y n ­

thes i ze t h e s c h o l a r l y debates a n d a n a l y s i s o f 

L u t h e r ' s t h i n k i n g a n d p o i n t t o f u t u r e areas o f 

r e s e a r c h a n d e x p l o r a t i o n o f h i s t h o u g h t . 
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