Table of Contents

PrEeface ..uvieeiiiiiee et e VII
Introduction: The golden cup of Babylon............cccccceviiinnnnn. 1

Chapter 1: The Sentences of Sextus: Reception

and INterpretation ..o 9
A INIPOAUCKION ...t 9
B. The Testimony Of OFigeN ..........cocueeeeeiiviiiinciiiiiiiiiiieiiiceinee e 10

I. Sextus in Contra CelSUm.........ccooveiriieirniienneeniiiiei e 10

I1. The Sentences among radical aSCetics .........cceveeerveeinveeeniecienncennne. 13
C. Controversies over the Sentences in Latin Christianity........................ 17

I. Rufinus’ Latin Sextus: a manual of asceticism ..........ccoccceevviiiniienins 17

II. Jerome: the Sentences and moral perfectionism .............ccceeeiiinnns 19

II1. The Sentences and the Pelagian understanding of sin ..................... 23
D. The Later Ascetic Tradition up to the Modern Era .............................. 26

1. Evagrius of Pontus and the Armenian SeXtus...........cccoevvenriiiennennn 26

I1. The Sentences in Egypt and Syria ..........ccoeceeeeeiiiinieinniiiiiiiiinnnns 29

II1. Sextus in the monastic tradition of the West ...........ccocoiviiiiiininn, 33

IV. From the monastic scriptorium to the printing press ..............c.c..... 35
E. Sextus in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries ...................... 37

I. The first critical StUAIes .....c.ceevrvieiriiiiiiiieiii e 37

II. Sextus in nineteenth-century German scholarship .........cccoccceeveeeenes 41

II1. The beginning of the twentieth century .............cccccoiviiiiniiiinn, 43

F. The Sentences of Sextus in the Modern Scholarly Debate .................... 45



X Table of Contents

1. Sextus between Hellenistic and Christian morality.............cccoeceeie. 45
I1. Sextus between early Christian wisdom and Gnostic asceticism...... 50
II1. Sextus in recent scholarship .........cccoeceeveieiniiiiiiii e, 53
G. CONCIUSION ...ttt 58
H. Looking FOrward...............cccccoevvviiiiniiiiniiiiniiiiciieesiiesies st 59

Chapter 2: Sextus and Sexual Morality: Castration,

Celibacy and Procreation............ccccvciviininnnicniineens 60
A. INIFOAUCTION ...ttt et ettt 60
B. Sext. 12—13 and 273: the Problem of Castration...................ccccueuun.n. 62

I. Self-castration in the SEeNtences .........cceeeevrieeeriiiniiiiiiie i 62

I1. Literal and allegorical castration ............cccceeceeviiiiiiniininniienieenens 64

II1. From suicide to Castration ...........cccccerveieeiriinieiiniiuieeniiinneee e 67
C. Sext. 230a: Celibacy in the Sentences of Sextus .............ccccevueveuennenne. 70

I. Companions of God? Variations on Paul...........c.ccccovinn, 70

II. The special bond between God and the ascetic continent................. 75
D. Sextus, Procreation and the Pythagorean Tradition............................ 80

I. Marriage in Sextus and Clitarchus ..........ccoccoeviieiiiiinnins 80

I1. The dxdlaatoc husband in Sext. 231 ....ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeniiee e 83

II1. Aborting procreationisSm ............covevveieenueerirniesenesitenie e 85

IV. The diet Of IOVE ....viiviiiieeieieeieciceteccec e 90
E. CONCIUSTON ......veeeeieeeeiiee ettt ettt 95
F. LOOKING FOPWAFd............ccoocuevuiiuiiiiiniiiiiniiiiiieeiiitie ettt 96

Chapter 3: Sages without Property:

the Example of Sext. 15-21 ..o 98
A, INIFOAUCHION. ...ttt 98
B. The 30¢0¢ AXTHUWY i1 SEXTUS ......oovvvrerininirieieiiisisisisisisiieiieesens 99

I. Dispossession and fre€dom..............ccocveieieininienieiinieiiicce 99



Table of Contents XI

I1. Poverty as godlike self-sufficiency........c.ccccvveiinniiiniinninnin, 103
I11. Self-sufficiency as an ascetic practice in the Sentences ................ 106
C. From the Zo¢ds Axtijuwy to the Axrijuwy Movayds...............couuee. 109
I. Ascetic Christians in a Cynic’s Rags?.........cccoooviiiiiiiniiiniiin, 109
I1. Poor sages and poor MONKS .........ccceevuimiiriiiiiiniiicie e 114
D. Sextus and Caesar’s DEeNAFIUS ............cocoueeeeeveereieiiniiiiniiiieeeinneneeens 117
I. “To the world the things of the world” (Sext. 20) .........cccceevueenenne. 117
I1. The rule of NECESSILY.....ceevrreriiiiriiiiiiiiiiiie e 120
I11. Sextus’ interpretation and Alexandrian Christianity...................... 124
IV. Sextus and wealth: further pagan and Christian interactions......... 126
E. CONCIUSION. ...ttt 130
F. LoOking FOrWard..............ccccocuiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiecte et 132
Chapter 4: Wordiness, Brevity and Silence in Sextus................. 133
A. IRIFOAUCEION ...ttt 133
B. The Dangers of WOrdiness.............cccouueevueeevreresiieniiiiniieniieseieesnenn 135
1. Idle, thoughtless talKing.........c.cccoueiiuiiniiiniiiniieice e 135
II. Prov 10:19 LXX in Sext. 155 ccoceoiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiee 138
C. Sextus and BFeVily ..........ccoovceeeveeeirciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 142
I. The words and the Word: brevity as a theological
and moral Problem........ccceerverviiiniiniiiiiii e 142
I1. “Wisdom accompanies brevity of speech” (Sext. 156) ................... 144
D. Sextus’ LACORNIC SAQE .......ccocuueeeeveoueeeiiriiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiees e eiiee e 147
1. Concise Socrates, concise Moses, concise Jesus........ooeeeuvevvreeeeeennn. 147
I1. From brevity to SIIeNCe ........ccovvviieeneeiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieciec e 154
II1. The austerity of the Christian sage ..........ccccocevvvinviiiiinninnnieene, 158
E. CONCIUSTON. ...ttt 163

F. LOOKing FOrWard...............ccccueeveuueeeiniiniiiiiiiiiiiiieiiie e 164



X1 Table of Contents

Chapter 5: The Social Life of the Ascetic Sage ... 166
A, IRIFOAUCTION ......c.oveeeeeeeeeeie ettt 166
B. A Sage in the World: Philanthropy, Purity and Separation................ 168
I. The sage as a philanthropist...........cooveiiiiniinnii 168
II. Wisdom as an act of purification ..........ccevervmienniiinninne 174
I11. The world as a separate entity in SeXtus........ccovvvenivnieiienniniins 178
C. The Sage’s Solitude.............c.cocoviumiiiiiniiiininiinieiee 181
I. From cosmopolitism to political disengagement...........cccceoeniecnn 181
I1. Seclusion and the quest for wisdom ..........ccoooieiiniinninnnee 187
D. Contemplation and IMitation ..................cccoeeveeveniceniininenncncniiiine 192
1. The soul’s journey towards GOod ........ccooueiiiiinininnns 192
I1. Contemplation and imitation of God ...........ccceneininininnn 195
E. CONCIUSTON <....cevveereeeaieeeeiieeeciteeseeeeeiee st te e 201
CONCIUSION ...ttt s 203
BiblOZIAPNY ..ottt 211
Index 0f REFErENCES ...ooiuviiieiieieiiieeiteeeii ettt 223
IndeX Of AULROTS ...ooiiiiiiiieeiee ettt 240

Index Of SUDJECTS 1vvveveeiiiieieeieecee 244



