
"Jon a t h an Yeager 's Early Evangelicalism  is a d e fin i t ive d o cu m e nt co l le c t ion on t he b road 

sweep of e igh t een t h -cen t u ry evan gelical fa i t h. The b ook 's au t h ors, who h a iled fr om N o r th 

Am e r i c a, Br i t a i n , and t he Co n t in e n t, ran ge fr om learn ed t h eo logians to lyr i cal h ym n ists 

and earnest d iar ist s. An yo ne in t erest ed i n evan gelical Ch r is t ia n i ty w i l l p r o fit fr om Yeager's 

wea l th of resou rces." 

— T H O M A S S . K I D D , au t h or of The Great Awakening,: 

The Roots oj Evangelical Christianity in Colonial America 

Ear ly evan gelica lism flou r ish ed d u r i ng the t ran sat lan t ic reviva ls of t he e igh t een th cen t u ry, 

co in c id ing w i t h t he em ergence of t he En l igh t en m ent i n Am e r ica and Eu r op e. Tod ay, most 

peop le associate i t w i t h o n ly a few of it s lead er s—n am ely Jon at h an Ed war d s, John Wesley, 

and George W h i t e f ie ld —d e sp i te t he fact t h at t h is r e l ig ious m ovem ent crossed n at ions as 

we ll as d ifferent t r ad i t ions w i t h i n Ch r is t ia n i t y. 

Th ose resp on sib le for t he g r o w th of evan ge l ica l ism were An g l i c a n s, Bap t ist s, Co n-

gregat ion a list s, Met h od ist s, Mo r avian s, and Presbyt er ians and cou ld be fou nd i n Am er ica, 

Can ada, Great Br i t a in, and W est ern Eu rope. Th ey pub lish ed h ym n s, h ist or ical wo r ks, poems, 

p o l i t ical p am p h le t s, r e vival accoun t s, serm on s, and t h eo logical t reat ises. Th ere are also re-

cords of t h e ir con version exper iences and d iar ies t h at ch ron ic le t h e ir sp ir i t u al developm en t. 

Jon at h an M . Yeager 's an t h o lo gy in t rod u ces a host of im p o r t a nt r e l igious figu res, p r o vid ing 

b io gr a p h ical sketches o f each au t h or and over s ixty excerp ts f r o m a w id e ran ge of w e l l -

k n o wn and lesse r -kn own Pro t est ant Ch r is t ian s. Early Evangelicalism: A Reader p rom ises 

t o be t he m ost com preh en sive sou rcebook of it s k i n d . 
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