
William Loader has long been studying ancient attitudes toward sex 

and sexuality. The fruit of his authoritative research and writing is 

here distilled into one summary volume. 

" T h e c a p s t o n e o f a p r o j e c t t h a t has a l r e a d y p r o d u c e d f i v e v o l u m e s o f d e t a i l e d r e s e a r c h , 

t h i s b o o k e s t a b l i s h e s L o a d e r as t h e K i n s e y o f b i b l i c a l s e x u a l i t y . L i k e K i n s e y , h e has t a k e n a 

t o p i c t h a t has o f t e n b e e n t a b o o a n d d e m y s t i f i e d i t . H i s p a t i e n t c a t a l o g u i n g o f t h e d i v e r s e 

b i b l i c a l a t t i t u d e s t o s e x u a l i t y c o m p l i c a t e s t h e issue f o r a n y o n e w h o w o u l d a p p e a l t o 

b i b l i c a l a u t h o r i t y i n a s i m p l i s t i c w a y . T h i s is a m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n b o t h t o b i b l i c a l 

s c h o l a r s h i p a n d t o p r a c t i c a l t h e o l o g y . " 

— J o h n J . C o l l i n s 

Yale D i v i n i t y School 

"Making Sense ofiex c o u l d o n l y h a v e b e e n w r i t t e n b y a s c h o l a r w h o has s p e n t a d e c a d e 

o f r e s e a r c h a n d p r e v i o u s l y p u b l i s h e d f i v e s c h o l a r l y v o l u m e s o n t h e t o p i c . H e r e W i l l i a m 

L o a d e r p r e s e n t s h i s m a i n c o n c l u s i o n s i n a h i g h l y access ib le f o r m a t . T h e l u c i d p r o s e , 

a n c h o r e d w i t h r e f e r e n c e s t o p r i m a r y s o u r c e s , m a k e s i t a n i n d i s p e n s a b l e r e s o u r c e f o r 

s t u d e n t s , b u t s c h o l a r s w i l l a lso f i n d m u c h v a l u e i n t h e c o n c i s e o v e r v i e w . . . . L o a d e r is 

c l e a r l y a w o r l d w i d e l e a d i n g e x p e r t o n s e x u a l i t y i n e a r l y J u d a i s m a n d e a r l y C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

a n d h i s c o m m a n d o f t h e m a t e r i a l is d e t e c t a b l e o n e v e r y p a g e . " 

— M a r g a r e t Y . M a c D o n a l d 

St. Francis X a v i e r U n i v e r s i t y 

" T h i s b o o k is m u c h m o r e t h a n a m e r e d i s t i l l a t i o n o f L o a d e r ' s m a g i s t e r i a l f i v e - v o l u m e 

s t u d y o f a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s e x u a l i t y i n a n c i e n t J e w i s h a n d C h r i s t i a n s o u r c e s . W i t h c o n -

s u m m a t e s k i l l , p r e c i s e p r o s e , a n d d e t a i l e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f r e l e v a n t t e x t s , L o a d e r 

t a k e s r e a d e r s o n a j o u r n e y d r a w i n g o u t o v e r a r c h i n g t h e m e s r e l a t i n g t o a t t i t u d e s t o -

w a r d s e x u a l i t y , y e t w i t h o u t m i n i m i z i n g t h e d i v e r s i t y o f v i e w s t h a t e x i s t e d . . . . T h i s 

s c i n t i l l a t i n g s t u d y s h o w c a s e s b i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p i n i t s f i n e s t f o r m . B e y o n d s i m p l y b e -

i n g a n e x e r c i s e i n e x c e l l e n t exeges is , i t d e l v e s i n t o t h e f u n d a m e n t a l q u e s t i o n s o f w h a t 

i t m e a n s t o b e b o t h h u m a n a n d s e x u a l b e i n g s . O n e c o u l d w i s h f o r n o b e t t e r g u i d e i n 

t a c k l i n g t h e s e v e x e d issues c o n c e r n i n g s e x u a l i t y . " 

— P a u l F o s t e r 

U n i v e r s i t y o f E d i n b u r g h 

W I L L I A M L O A D E R is p r o f e s s o r e m e r i t u s o f N e w T e s t a m e n t a t M u r d o c h U n i v e r s i t y , 

P e r t h , A u s t r a l i a . H i s o t h e r b o o k s i n c l u d e Enoch, Levi, and Jubilees on Sexuality; The Dead 

Sea Scrolls on Sexuality; The Pseudepigrapha on Sexuality; Philo, Josephus, and the Testaments 

on Sexuality; a n d The New Testament on Sexuality. 


