
In Aposynagogos and the Historical Jesus in John, J o n a t h a n Bern ier uti l izes the crit ical-

realist he rmeneu t i cs deve loped by Be rna rd Lonergan and Ben F. Meye r to survey 

histor ical data relevant to the J o h a n n i n e expuls ion passages (John 9 :22 , 12:42, 

16:2). H e evaluates the major t w o con tempora ry in terpretat ive tradi t ions regard ing 

these passages, name ly that they e i ther descr ibe no t events of Jesus ' l i fet ime but 

ra ther the imp lemen ta t i on of the Birkat ha-Minim in the f i rs t -century , or that they 

descr ibe no t histor ical events at all bu t serve only to cons t ruc t J o h a n n i n e identi ty. 

Against b o t h t radi t ions Bern ie r argues that these passages plausibly descr ibe events 

that cou ld have h a p p e n e d d u r i n g Jesus ' l i fet ime. 
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