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C O M M O N H U M A N I T Y . 

Having left its Christian roots behind, the West faces a moral, spiritual and 

intellectual crisis. It has little left to maintain its legacy of reason, freedom, human 

dignity and democracy. Far from capitulating, Jens Zimmermann believes the church 

has a new opportunity to speak a surprising word into this postmodern situation—a 

word grounded in the incarnation itself. 

Retrieving an ancient Christian humanism for our time, Zimmermann draws on 

the rich resources found in Scripture and in its theological interpreters ranging from 

Irenaeus and Augustine to de Lubac and Bonhoeffer. Proposing a distinctly evangelical 

Christian philosophy of culture that grasps the link between the new humanity 

inaugurated by Christ and all of humanity, Zimmermann envisions the public ministry 

of the church as an embodied witness to God's reconciliation to the world. 

"A t i m e l y a n d insightful a n a l y s i s of how h u m a n 

b e i n g s , i n t h e course of several c e n t u r i e s , have come 

to d o m i n a t e a world a n d yet have lost t h e i r sense 

of w h a t it means t o be h u m a n . Jens Z i m m e r m a n n 

demonstrates w i t h depth a n d c l a r i t y t h e way t h a t our 

common h u m a n i t y was recovered i n t h e i n c a r n a t i o n 

a n d is c o m m u n i c a t e d t o us a n d t o t h e world i n t h e 

E u c h a r i s t . This is t r u l y a boo for o u r t i m e s . " 

B A R R Y H A R V E Y 
Baylor University 

" W i t h h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c e r u d i t i o n a n d e l o q u e n c e , 

Jens Z i m m e r m a n n shows t h a t . . . i t is precisely i n 

a n d t h r o u g h t h e i n c a r n a t i o n of Jesus Christ t h a t t r u e 

h u m a n i s m f l o u r i s h e s , because h u m a n life t o g e t h e r 

r e q u i r e s t h e h e a l i n g a n d hope t h a t God b r i n g s by 

even now d r a w i n g us i n t o h i s life." 

M A T T H E W L E V E R I N G 
University of Dayton 

" Z i m m e r m a n n r i g h t l y c h a l l e n g e s t h e d u a l i s m t h a t 

r e m a i n s endemic t o much e v a n g e l i c a l s p i r i t u a l i t y . 

Tracing t h e h i s t o r y of i n c a r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i s m , he 

presents a c a l l back t o a s a c r a m e n t a l , p a r t i c i p a t o r y 

v i e w of r e a l i t y . . . . This book w i l l become assigned 

r e a d i n g f o r my Theology of C u l t u r e class!" 

H A N S B O E R S M A 
Regent College, Vancouver 
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