
A r t i c u l a t e f irst c e n t u r y M e d i t e r r a n e a n society, J e w i s h a n d C h r i s t i a n 

i n c l u d e d , expressly favoured h a r m o n i o u s order i n society, i n i n d i v i d u a l s , 

i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a n d i n t h o u g h t . Its c o m m o n basis was the patr iarchal 

family , the r u l e of law, r a t i o n a l se l f -control , a n d r a t i o n a l thought . Yet 

there was also resistance to oppress ive a n d u n j u s t order i n al l spheres; 

a n d w h i l e l a w c o u l d be h e l d educative, yet there were substant ia l first 

c e n t u r y c r i t i q u e s of law, not j u s t Paul's, a n d awareness that j u d i c i a l proce­

dures c o u l d be chaotic a n d biassed. Strands of such diss idence appear i n 

Jesus a n d i n Paul , w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t relevance for any u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the 

early C h r i s t i a n m o v e m e n t ( s ) a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y Judaism{s) i n Graeco-

R o m a n context, b u t also w i t h i m p o r t a n t i m p l i c a t i o n s for any pract ical 

ref lect ions a n d a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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