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In the s e c o n d cen tu ry , V a l e n t i n i a n s a n d o the r g n o s t i c i z i n g C h r i s t i a n s 

u s e d n u m e r i c a l s t ruc tu res a n d s y m b o l s to d e s c r i b e G o d , i n te rp re t 

the B ib le , a n d f r ame the un i ve rse . In this s tudy of the c o n t r o v e r s y that 

r e s u l t e d , J o e l K a l v e s m a k i s h o w s h o w e a r l i e r n e o - P y t h a g o r e a n a n d 

P la ton is t n u m b e r s y m b o l i s m p r o v i d e d the impe tus f o r this t h e o l o g y 

of a r i t hme t i c , a n d e x p l a i n s h o w g n o s t i c i z i n g g r o u p s a t t e m p t e d to 

e n g a g e bo th the Platonis t a n d C h r i s t i a n t rad i t i ons . H e e x p l o r e s the r ich 

v a r i e t y of n u m b e r s y m b o l i s m in use t h e n , a m o n g b o t h g n o s t i c i z i n g 

g r o u p s a n d the i r o r t h o d o x cr i t ics , s h o w i n g h o w those cr i t ics d e v e l o p e d 

a n a l te rna t i ve a p p r o a c h to n u m b e r symbo l i sm that w o u l d set the pa t te rn 

for centur ies to c o m e . A r g u i n g that the e a r l y d ispu te i n f l u e n c e d the v e r y 

t r ad i t i on that i n s p i r e d it, K a l v e s m a k i e x p l a i n s h o w in the la te th i rd 

a n d e a r l y four th cen tu r ies n u m b e r s b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t to 

P la ton is ts , w h o e n g a g e d in a r i t h m o l o g i c a l cons t r uc t i ons a n d d i spu tes 

that m i r r o r e d the e a r l i e r C h r i s t i a n o n e s . 
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