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series of fer ing o r i g i n a l ref lect ions o n t h e o r y a n d m e t h o d i n 
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the w a y re l ig ious t r a d i t i o n s are s t u d i e d a n d presented. 
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'Writ ten w i t h the sensitivity of an insider-priest, and the enquiring insight 

of an ethnographer, this book is a welcome addit ion to studies o n the social 

and religious lives of Dalit Christians. It captures some of the unexpected 

ways i n w h i c h Christ ianity is l ived through relationships i n a south Indian 

Dalit village.' 

D A V I D M O S S E , P R O F E S S O R O F S O C I A L A N T H R O P O L O G Y , S C H O O L O F O R I E N T A L 

& A F R I C A N S T U D I E S , U N I V E R S I T Y O F L O N D O N , U K , A N D A U T H O R O F THE SAINT 

IN THE B A N Y A N TREE: CHRISTIANITY A N D C A S T E S O C I E T Y IN INDIA 

This vo lume presents a detai led ethnographic study of r u r a l Para iyar 

communit ies i n South India, focusing o n their rel igious a n d c u l t u r a l 

identity. F o r m e r l y k n o w n as Dal i ts , or Untouchables , these are a 

largely social ly m a r g i n a l i z e d group l i v i n g w i t h i n a d y n a m i c a n d 

complex social m a t r i x d o m i n a t e d b y the caste system a n d its socia l a n d 

religious impl icat ions i n India. Through e x a m i n i n g Para iyar C h r i s t i a n 

communit ies , A n d e r s o n H . M . Jeremiah provides a comprehensive 

understanding of the Paraiyar rel igious w o r l d v i e w w i t h i n the d o m i n a n t 

H i n d u religious w o r l d v i e w . In contrast to exist ing research, this v o l u m e 

places Paraiyars w i t h i n their w i d e r social context, ascr ibed a n d achieved 

identity, religious symbol ism, r i t u a l a n d negotiat ion of socia l boundaries . 

In arguing that Paraiyars express their beliefs through l i v e d re l ig ion, the 

author moves the concept of ' r e l i g i o n ' f r o m the reif ied forms it so often 

holds i n academia. Instead, Jeremiah demonstrates that it is w i t h i n loca l 

a n d specific contexts, as opposed to essential ized notions, that ' r e l i g i o n ' 

either makes sense or that theories concerning it c a n be tested. 
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