
' C o m i n g at a c r u c i a l t i m e for the a r c h a e o l o g y o f I r aq , T h e S u m e r i a n W o r l d b rea thes n e w l i fe i n t o the 

s t u d y o f the ear l ies t k n o w n u r b a n c i v i l i z a t i o n . Its c h a p t e r s c o m b i n e the best o f e s t a b l i s h e d s c h o l a r s h i p 

w i t h f re sh per spec t ive s f r o m a n e w g e n e r a t i o n o f exper t s . E s p e c i a l l y i m p r e s s i v e is its b r o a d d e f i n i t i o n o f 

the " S u m e r i a n w o r l d " as e n c o m p a s s i n g r e l a t i o n s w i t h n e i g h b o r i n g c u l t u r e s a n d soc iet ies , a r e f r e s h i n g 

d e p a r t u r e f r o m the m o r e i n w a r d - l o o k i n g a p p r o a c h e s o f the past . T h i s s k i l l f u l l y c ra f t ed v o l u m e w i l l 

be r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g for s tudent s a n d re searchers o f the a n c i e n t w o r l d , a n d also for art h i s t o r i a n s a n d 

a rchaeo log i s t s w i t h a n in te re s t i n th i s f o r m a t i v e p e r i o d o f w o r l d h i s tory . ' — D a v i d W e n g r o w , P r o f e s s o r o f 

C o m p a r a t i v e A r c h a e o l o g y , U n i v e r s i t y C o l l e g e L o n d o n 

T h i s m a g n i f i c e n t v o l u m e , w r i t t e n b y a n i m p r e s s i v e g r o u p o f s cho la r s - b o t h s e n i o r a n d u p - a n d -

c o m i n g - s h o w s tha t k n o w l e d g e o f a n c i e n t M e s o p o t a m i a has n o t o n l y b e e n m a i n t a i n e d , it c o n t i n u e s to 

g r o w . Far m o r e t h a n a s u m m a r y o f s c h o l a r l y c o n s e n s u s , th i s v o l u m e present s s ign i f i cant n e w ins ights 

i n t o the c i t ie s a n d l a n d s c a p e s o f S u m e r a n d the t r a d e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h the areas a n d c u l t u r e s that 

w e r e its n e i g h b o r s . T h e v o l u m e ' s d i s c u s s i o n s o f c i t y p l a n s , art, c u n e i f o r m texts , c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s , 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e systems, a n d sa te l l i te images s h o w i n g n a t u r a l l andscape s p re sent a r i c h a n d a u t h o r i t a t i v e 

v i e w o f th i s a n c i e n t c i v i l i z a t i o n . L i k e any v o l u m e o f th i s scale , s tudent s a n d scho lar s w i l l l e a r n a great 

d e a l at the s ame t i m e as t h e y find c h a l l e n g i n g ideas to deba te . W h e n I r a q is o n c e aga in access ib le to 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l a n d h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h , th i s v o l u m e w i l l p r o v i d e a s i gn i f i cant s t a r t ing p o i n t for n e w 

g e n e r a t i o n s o f s c h o l a r s h i p . I n the m e a n t i m e , it is the state o f the art i n S u m e r i a n s tudies . ' - G e o f f 

E m b e r l i n g , U n i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n , U S A 

T h e r e n o w n e d a r c h a e o l o g i s t H a r r i e t C r a w f o r d has g a t h e r e d 3 2 spec ia l i s t s o n the h i s tory , a r c h a e o l o g y 

a n d l anguages o f e a r l y M e s o p o t a m i a w h o a p p r o a c h the " S u m e r i a n P r o b l e m " f r o m d i f f e r e n t angles , 

s u c c e e d i n g i n p r e s e n t i n g a c o l o r f u l a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e p i c t u r e o f the p r e s e n t state o f k n o w l e d g e o n the 

S u m e r i a n s . A n y o n e i n t e r e s t e d i n the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f M e s o p o t a m i a w i l l find here c o m p e t e n t answers to 

m a n y o p e n q u e s t i o n s . ' — H a n s N i s s e n , F r e i e Universität B e r l i n ( e m e r i t u s ) , G e r m a n y 

T h e S u m e r i a n W o r l d explores the a r c h a e o l o g y h i s to ry a n d art 

o f s o u t h e r n M e s o p o t a m i a a n d its r e l a t ionsh ip s w i t h its 

n e i g h b o u r s f r o m c . 3 0 0 0 to 2 0 0 0 B C . I n c l u d i n g mater i a l h i t h e r t o 

u n p u b l i s h e d f r o m recent excavat ions , the articles are organ i sed 

themat i ca l ly u s i n g e v i d e n c e f r o m a r c h a e o l o g y texts a n d the n a t u r a l 

sciences. T h i s b r o a d t rea tment makes the v o l u m e o f interest to 

s tudents l o o k i n g for c o m p a r a t i v e data i n a l l i ed subjects such as 

anc ient l i tera ture a n d early re l ig ions . 

P r o v i d i n g an author i ta t ive , c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d up-to-date o v e r v i e w of 

the S u m e r i a n p e r i o d w r i t t e n by some o f the bes t -qua l i f ied scholars i n the 

field, T h e S u m e r i a n W o r l d w i l l satisfy s tudents , researchers, academics a n d the 

k n o w l e d g e a b l e l a y p e r s o n w i s h i n g to u n d e r s t a n d the w o r l d o f s o u t h e r n 

M e s o p o t a m i a i n the t h i r d m i l l e n n i u m . 

H a r r i e t C r a w f o r d is R e a d e r E m e r i t a at U C L ' s Inst i tute o f A r c h a e o l o g y a n d a senior 

f e l l o w at the M c D o n a l d Inst i tute , C a m b r i d g e . She is a special ist i n the archaeology 

o f the S u m e r i a n s a n d has w o r k e d w i d e l y i n Iraq a n d the G u l f She is the a u t h o r o 

S u m e r a n d t h e S u m e r i a n s ( s econd e d i t i o n , 2 0 0 4 ) . 


