
A S u m e r i a n C h r e s t o m a t h y has been w r i t t e n fo r beg inners s tudy
ing Sumer ian w i t h i n t he academic cu r r i cu lum. The v o l u m e conta ins 
44 texts o f va ry ing con ten ts : royal inscr ipt ions, lega l , and eco 
nomic d o c u m e n t s d a t i n g f r o m the Early Dynast ic (ca. 2500 B.C.) 
t o the O l d Baby lon i an Pe r iod (ca. 1750 B.C.) w h e n Sumer i an was 
no longer a spoken l anguage . Some of t he a u t o g r a p h e d texts are 
a c compan i ed by a vers ion in Neo-Assyr ian script so tha t the s tudent 
can learn the Neo-Assyr ian s ign f o rms w h i c h are o f f u n d a m e n t a l 
impo r t ance f o r t he use o f t he s ign list in this b o o k a n d , in genera l , 
fo r most Assy r io log i ca l s ign lists. 
Each inscr ipt ion can be s tud ied w i t h the he lp o f the s ign list, wh i ch 
is in tent iona l l y l im i ted t o t he signs tha t occur in this book . Refer
ence is g iven t o t he most recent w o r k s in the f i e ld by R. Borger and 
C. M i t t e rmayer . A l s o inc luded are ind iv idua l and de ta i l ed glossaries: 
Genera l Vocabu l a r y ; D iv ine Names ; Personal Names ; Place Names ; 
Sacred Bu i ld ings ; Year Dates; Year Names ; Festivals. These g lossa 
ries not on ly q u o t e the lexical i tems f o u n d in the inscr ipt ions but 
also give the A k k a d i a n equ iva lents fo r Sumer ian wo rds and refer 
- whe reve r necessary - to the most recent Sumero log i ca l l i terature. 


