“Richard Horsley has marshaled a strong argument to break through and
move beyond the traditional apocalyptic/nonapocalyptic debate concerning
the historical Jesus. . . . Through a holistic reading of the earliest Gospel
sources, Horsley provides us with a fresh portrait of Jesus, one that is

rooted in the realia of Galilee’s first-century social and cultural context.
An impressive work!”

— RoBERT L.. WEBB
McMaster University

“If 1t’s true that you can’t judge a book by its cover, it is equally true that
you can’t judge the significance of a book by its size. This small volume by
Richard Horsley is proof of that truth. It provides that rarest of qualities —
perspective — and distills a lifetime of study even as it revisits debates past

and present. . . . A must-read for anyone studying the ongoing quest of the
historical Jesus.”

— WiLLiaM R. HERZzoG 11

Andover Newton Theological School

“A brilliant book that challenges much that is assumed by modern scholars.
Horsley brings into focus a better method for ascertaining Jesus’ message,
urging us to ponder that Jesus was a prophet who sought to launch a renewal

of Israel. This refreshing and challenging book would be ideal in classrooms.”

— JAMES H. CHARLESWORTH

Princeton Theological Seminary

“The clearest expression yet of Horsley’s distinctive and important contri-
bution to the quest for the historical Jesus. . . ."This is must reading for

students and scholars seeking a picture of Jesus as one who truly belongs
to first-century Palestine.”

— DAviD RHOADS
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
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