
CONTENTS

Introduction 1

I. LITERATURE AND ART

Weeping Over Rachel's Tomb: Literary Reelaborations of a
Midrashic Motif in Medieval and Early Modern Spain 13
Luis M. Giron-Negron

The First Murder: Picturing Polemic c. 1391 41
Tom Nickson

Sephardic Illuminated Bibles: Jewish Patrons and
Fifteenth-Century Christian Ateliers 61
Andreina Contessa

II. JEWISH EXEGESIS

Abarbanel's Exegetical Subversion of Maimonides' Aqedah:
Transforming a Knight of Intellectual Virtue into a Knight
of Existential Faith 75
James A. Diamond

"From My Flesh I Envision God": Shem Tov Ibn Shaprut's
Exegesis of Job 19:25-27 101
Libby Garshowitz

Messianic Interpretation of the Song of Songs in Late-Medieval
Iberia 117
Maud Kozodoy



VI CONTENTS

III. CONVERSION AND THE USES OF BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

Pro-Converso Apologetics and Biblical Exegesis 151
Claude B. Stuczynski

A Father's Bequest: Augustinian Typology and Personal
Testimony in the Conversion Narrative of Solomon Halevi/
Pablo de Santa Maria 177
Ryan Szpiech

IV. LITURGY AND TRANSLATION

The Liturgy of Portuguese Conversos 201
Asher Salah

The Relationship between Ladino Liturgical Texts and
Spanish Bibles 223
Ora (Rodrigue) Schwarzwald

Translation and the Invention of Renaissance Jewish Culture:
The Case of Judah Messer Leon and Judah Abravanel 245
Aaron W. Hughes

Index 267

Appendix: Illustrations 277


