
The m a i n theme of the col lected essays is expressed clearly i n the 

f o l l o w i n g statement by Eugene U l r i c h i n the b e g i n n i n g of his article: 

W h a t was the state of the Pentateuch d u r i n g the Second Temple 

per iod? Was it basical ly complete a n d static at the t i m e of Ezra , or 

was it s t i l l deve loping i n substantia l ways? To pursue this m a i n 

theme, the Internat ional W o r k s h o p o n the Study of the Pentateuch 

w i t h special emphasis o n textual t r a n s m i s s i o n history i n the 

Hel len is t i c a n d R o m a n p e r i o d was h e l d o n A u g u s t 28-31, 2007 i n 

Tokyo. Fifteen papers were read a n d discussed enthusiast ical ly i n 

the w o r k s h o p , a n d they were later revised based o n the d i s c u s s i o n 

for this vo lume. Those who are interested i n the D e a d Sea Scrolls 

w i l l f i n d the recent scholarly t rend i n this vo lume. 


