
Family and Household 
Religion in Ancient Israel 
and the Levant 
D u r i n g t he past several d e c a d e s , f am i l y a n d h o u s e h o l d re l ig ion has b e c o m e 
a t o p i c o f O l d Tes t amen t s cho l a r sh ip in its o w n r ight , f ed by w h a t we re 
ini t ia l ly th ree d i s t inc t a p p r o a c h e s : t he re l ig ious-histor ica l a p p r o a c h , the 
gende r-o r i en t ed a p p r o a c h , a n d the a r chaeo log i c a l a p p r o a c h . The first 
pu rsues answers t o ques t i ons o f t he c o m m o n a l i t y a n d d i f fe rence b e t w e e n 
var iet ies o f f am i l y re l ig ion a n d desc r ibes t he h o u s e h o l d a n d fami l y re l ig ions 
of M e s o p o t a m i a , Syr ia/Ugarit , Israel, Phi l is t ia , Egypt , G reece , a n d Rome . 
Gende r-o r i en t ed a p p r o a c h e s a lso c o n t r i b u t e u n i q u e l y i m p o r t a n t ins ights 
to f am i l y a n d h o u s e h o l d r e l i g ion . P ioneers o f th is sort o f inves t iga t ion s h o w 
that , a l t h o u g h w o m e n in anc i en t Israelite soc ie t ies we re ve ry restr ic ted in 
the i r pa r t i c i pa t i on in the off ic ia l cul t , the re we r e fami l ia l r ituals p e r f o r m e d in 
d o m e s t i c e n v i r o n m e n t s in w h i c h w o m e n p l ayed p r o m i n e n t roles, espec ia l l y 
as re lated t o fert i l i ty, ch i l db i r t h , a n d f o o d p repa ra t i on . A r chaeo log i s t s have 
w o r k e d to i l l umina te m a n y aspec ts o f this f ami l y re l ig ion as enac t ed by a n d 
re lated to the nuc lear f ami l y uni t a n d have f o u n d ev idence that d o m e s t i c 
cul ts we re m o r e i m p o r t a n t in Israel t han has prev ious ly b e e n u n d e r s t o o d . 
O n e m i g h t e ven conce i ve of every f ami l y as hav ing act ive ly pa r taken in ritual 
act iv i t ies w i t h i n its d o m e s t i c e n v i r o n m e n t . 

F a m i l y a n d H o u s e h o l d R e l i g i o n in A n c i e n t Israel a n d t h e L e v a n t ana lyzes the 
a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s o f t he c o m b i n e d t e r m family a n d h o u s e h o l d religion a n d 
ident i f ies t he t y p e s o f f am i l y that ex i s ted in anc i en t Israel o n the basis o f 
b o t h l i terary a n d a r chaeo log i c a l e v i dence . C o m p a r a t i v e e v i d e n c e f r o m Iron 
A g e Phi l is t ia , T rans jordan , Syria, a n d Phoen i c i a is p r e sen t ed . This m o n u m e n ­
tal b o o k p resents a t y p o l o g y o f cu l t p laces that e x t e n d s f r o m d o m e s t i c cul ts 
t o loca l s anc tua r i e s a n d state t e m p l e s . It de ta i l s f a m i l y re l ig ious be l ie fs as 
e x p r e s s e d in t h e a l m o s t 3,000 i n d i v i d u a l H e b r e w p e r s o n a l n a m e s that 
have so far b e e n r e c o r d e d in e p i g r a p h i c a n d b ib l i ca l mater ia l . The H e b r e w 
o n o m a s t i c o n is fu r the r c o m p a r e d w i t h 1,400 A m m o n i t e , M o a b i t e , A r a m e a n , 
a n d P h o e n i c i a n names . These da ta e n c o m p a s s the vast major i ty o f k n o w n 
H e b r e w pe rsona l names a n d a substant ia l s a m p l e of the names f r o m sur­
r o u n d i n g cu l tures . In this impress ive c o m p i l a t i o n o f ev idence , the authors 
d e s c r i b e t he va r ie ty o f rites p e r f o r m e d by fami l i es at h o m e , at a n e i g h b o r ­
h o o d shr ine , o r at wo rk . Burial r i tuals a n d the ritual care for t he d e a d are 
e x a m i n e d . A c o m p r e h e n s i v e b ib l iography , extens ive append ixes , a n d several 
he l p fu l i ndexes r o u n d o u t t he mas te r fu l t ex tua l mater ia l t o f o r m a one-
v o l u m e c o m p e n d i u m that n o scho la r o f anc i en t Israelite re l ig ion a n d 
a r c h a e o l o g y c an a f fo rd no t t o o w n . 


