
E S O T E R I C I S M A N D T H E A C A D E M Y 

Academics tend to l o o k o n "esoteric," "occul t , " or " m a g i c a l " beliefs 

w i t h contempt , but are usual ly ignorant about the rel igious a n d p h i l o 

sophical tradit ions to w h i c h these terms refer, or their relevance to 

intellectual history. W o u t e r J . H a n e g r a a f f tells the neglected story o f 

h o w intellectuals since the Renaissance have t r ied to c o m e to terms 

w i t h a cluster o f "pagan" ideas f r o m late a n t i q u i t y that chal lenged the 

foundat ions o f b i b l i c a l re l ig ion a n d G r e e k rationality. E x p e l l e d f r o m 

the academy o n the basis o f Protestant a n d E n l i g h t e n m e n t po lemics , 

these tradit ions have c o m e to be perceived as the O t h e r b y w h i c h aca

demics define their i d e n t i t y to the present day. H a n e g r a a f f grounds his 

discussion i n a met icu lous study o f p r i m a r y a n d secondary sources, 

tak ing the reader o n an exci t ing intel lectual voyage f r o m the fifteenth 

century to the present day, a n d asking what i m p l i c a t i o n s the forgotten 

history o f exclusion has for established textbook narratives o f r e l i g i o n , 

phi losophy, a n d science. 
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