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David Flusser was an incredibly prolifi c 
scholar of ancient Judaism, and h is con-

t r ibu t ions to Dead Sea Scrolls research and 
apocalyptic literature are inest imable. Th is 
English ed it ion makes more of Flusser's 
insigh t ful work available to a wider audience 
than ever before. 

"Th is second volume of Flusser's essays on 
Judaism of the Second Temple per iod is 
devoted to Jewish sages, their W isd om lit -
erature, and the im pact that they both have 
made on con temporary Judaism and on 
early Christ ian it y. Jewish and Ch r ist ian stu-
dents of the Bible w i l l p rofit fr om the Eng-
lish t ranslat ion of these in terest ing and 
learned essays; general readers, too, w i l l 
find t h em inst ruct ive and in form at ive." 

— JO SEPH A . FITZMYER, S.J. 

Catholic University of America 



"On ly a small percentage of Flusser's articles 
were authored i n English. The scope and im -
portance of Flusser's research are so great 
that i t is un th inkable that h is Hebrew and 
German writ ings should remain untranslated 
in to English. Flusser's cont ribut ions to the 
study of Jewish literature of the Second Tem-
ple period, includ ing Jewish-Hellenist ic liter-
ature, apocryphal works, rabbin ic literature, 
and the New Testament, are inest imable." 

— D A V I D B I V I N 

(from the foreword) 

D A V I D F L U S S E R ( I917-2OOO) 

was professor of early Ch r ist ian ity and 

Second Tem ple Judaism at the Hebrew 

Un iversity of Jerusalem and a recip ient 

of the nat ional Israel Prize i n 1980 for 

h is academic achievements. H is best-

kn own book, Jesus, has been t ranslated 

in t o eleven languages and is now i n it s 

fou r th ed it ion under the t it l e The Sage 

from Galilee (Eerdmans). 



Praise for Flusser's 

JUD AISM OF TH E SECO N D TEMP LE P ERIO D , VO LU ME 1 

"Students of early Judaism and Christ ian ity owe the late David Flusser a deep 
and last ing debt of grat itude for h is far-ranging contribut ions to the field. 
No scholar has done more to enrich our understanding of Jesus and the 
New Testament i n the context of Judaism of that day. These essays, now 

available for the first t ime i n English t ranslat ion, represent Flusser's 
scholarship at it s best: prodigious learn ing, close textual analysis, original 
insights, and unrivaled command of the languages and source material." 

— W I L L I A M AD LE R 

North Carolina State University 

"Th is t ranslat ion of collected essays of David Flusser on Judaism of the 
Second Temple period is a very welcome add it ion to the study of the 

Dead Sea Scrolls. I t discusses many aspects of the relat ion of Q um ran 
literature to later Jewish wr it in gs and even to the Christ ian wr it in gs of the 
New Testament. Al l who make use of th is book wi l l profit from Flusser's 

learned and thorough t reatment of such texts." 

— JO SEPH A . FITZMYER, S.J. 

Catholic University of America 

"David Flusser was an or iginal and colorful commentator on 
Second Temple Judaism, and he was especially in fluen t ial i n Israeli 

scholarship. Many of Flusser's art icles, however, have h itherto not been 
available i n English, were widely scattered i n obscure publicat ions besides, 

and consequent ly have not been widely kn own i n the English-speaking 
wor ld. Azzan Yadin has rendered an inest imable service to scholars and 

students of Second Temple Judaism by t ranslat ing t h em and b r in ging t h em 
together i n th is t im ely volum e." 

— JO HN J. C O LLI N S 

Yale University 


