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David Flusser was an incredibly prolific
scholar of ancient Judaism, and his con-
tributions to Dead Sea Scrolls research and
apocalyptic literature are inestimable. This
English edition makes more of Flusser’s
insightful work available to a wider audience
than ever before.

“This second volume of Flusser’s essays on
Judaism of the Second Temple period is
devoted to Jewish sages, their Wisdom lit-
erature, and the impact that they both have
made on contemporary Judaism and on
early Christianity. Jewish and Christian stu-
dents of the Bible will profit from the Eng-
lish translation of these interesting and
learned essays; general readers, too, will
find them instructive and informative.”

— JosePH A. FITZMYER, S.]J.
Catholic University of America



“Only a small percentage of Flusser’s articles
were authored in English. The scope and im-
portance of Flusser’s research are so great
that it is unthinkable that his Hebrew and
German writings should remain untranslated
into English. Flusser’s contributions to the
study of Jewish literature of the Second Tem-
ple period, including Jewish-Hellenistic liter-
ature, apocryphal works, rabbinic literature,
and the New Testament, are inestimable.”

— Davip BiviN
(from the foreword)

DAVID FLUSSER (1917-2000)

was professor of early Christianity and
Second Temple Judaism at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and a recipient
of the national Israel Prize in 1980 for
his academic achievements. His best-
known book, Jesus, has been translated
into eleven languages and is now in its
fourth edition under the title The Sage
from Galilee (Eerdmans).
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“Students of early Judaism and Christianity owe the late David Flusser a deep
and lasting debt of gratitude for his far-ranging contributions to the field.
No scholar has done more to enrich our understanding of Jesus and the
New Testament in the context of Judaism of that day. These essays, now

available for the first time in English translation, represent Flusser’s
scholarship at its best: prodigious learning, close textual analysis, original
insights, and unrivaled command of the languages and source material.”

— WiLL1AM ADLER
North Carolina State University

“This translation of collected essays of David Flusser on Judaism of the
Second Temple period is a very welcome addition to the study of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. It discusses many aspects of the relation of Qumran
literature to later Jewish writings and even to the Christian writings of the
New Testament. All who make use of this book will profit from Flusser’s
learned and thorough treatment of such texts.”
— JoserH A. FITZMYER, S.J.
Catholic University of America
P
“David Flusser was an original and colorful commentator on
Second Temple Judaism, and he was especially influential in Israeli
scholarship. Many of Flusser’s articles, however, have hitherto not been
available in English, were widely scattered in obscure publications besides,
and consequently have not been widely known in the English-speaking
world. Azzan Yadin has rendered an inestimable service to scholars and
students of Second Temple Judaism by translating them and bringing them
together in this timely volume.”

— Jonn J. CoLLINS
Yale University



