
T h e investigation o f human remains has always been 

central to archaeology, but archaeologists are not 

the only ones w i t h an interest i n their treatment. 

PoHtical groups, religious organisations, descendant 

communit ies and disenfranchised interest groups are all 

becoming more vocal i n expressing their opinions o n 

this subject o n a w o r l d stage. 

This b o o k sets a new agenda for ethical studies 

i n mortuary investigation, adducing a series o f case 

studies w h i c h can be used to understand the questions 

facing bur ia l archaeology. W h o owns the dead -

not just their bodies but also their stories? D o the 

remains themselves matter or are there other poHtical 

agendas w h i c h influence interest groups? T h e author 

encourages archaeologists to be more open and 

inclusive w h e n conduc t ing mor tuary projects, as it is 

often the perception o f secrecy or interference w i t h 

the dead that raises concern about the treatment o f 

historical and scientifically important skeletal remains. 
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