"It is astonishing that, after more than 65 years of intense research
on the Gospel of Thomas, there are still scholars who too easily
dismiss this important text as late, secondary to the gospels

in the New Testament, and "Gnostic.” This book forcefully

argues that the Gospel of Thomas is every bit as important as

the New Testament gospels and should be treated as such. The
translation is produced by a real dream team - the renowned
Berliner Arbeitskreis working together with two leading American
specialists. Professor Patterson offers in this new edition the best
general introduction to the Gospel of Thomas I have ever read: his
is a well-balanced, academically solid, and yet accessible, synthesis,
effectively placing the core of this gospel into an intellectual milieu
of the late first century, colored by Middle Platonism and Jewish
wisdom traditions.’

Ismo Dunderberg, University of Helsinki, Finland

“The perfect introduction to the Gospel of Thomas. The Fifth
Gospel includes a definitive discussion of Thomas’s literary
features, theology; and historical significance; a thrilling account
of the text’s discovery and publication; and what is probably the
best, clearest, and most accessible translation of this ancient non-
canonical account of Jesus” words. A wonderful resource for those
approaching Thomas for the first time, but a valuable tool for
scholars as well.’

William Arnal, University of Regina, Canada
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