
This monograph seeks to determine the geographical provenance of Isaiah 

40-55. It reassesses past research per ta in ing to Babylonian influence and 

reexamines the c la ims that al l or parts of Isaiah 40-55 reflect the concerns of 

the exi l ic c o m m u n i t y i n Babylon. It further challenges the prevalent view 

that the return of the exiles is of central concern i n Isaiah 40-55, and instead 

proposes that Jerusalem and her i m m i n e n t restoration is its focal point . It 

interprets Isaiah 40-55 as a polyvalent text that allows mu l t i p l e and often 

contradictory views regarding Jerusalem's current suffering. The mono­

graph investigates these views, unders tood to represent the opin ions of 

different segments of the target audience of Isaiah 40-55, w i th the a i m of 

de te rmin ing their geographical and theological locations. 
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