
"Th e scholarship in these essays is excellent. I t is evident that all of the authors 
know their fields well; they are well acquainted wit h the relevant pr im ary and 
secondary literature as well as wit h the relevant methodologies. The manuscript 
as such makes an im portant con t r ibu t ion to the field. Harlands in t roductory 
essay does a superb job of placing the volume in the broader context of the field 
as a whole, and of showing that wh ile the study of travel in the ancient wor ld has 
been undertaken by others, th is volume is likely the first to h igh light the in ter-
sect ion of religion and travel. The volume wi l l make a very im portant con t r ibu-
t ion both to the discussion of ancient travel and, even more perhaps, to the field 
of religion in ant iquity." 

— Adele Reinhartz, Un iversity of Ottawa, author of Jesus of Hollywood (2007) 

considers the im por t-
ance of issues relat ing to travel for our understanding of religious and cultural 
lif e among Jews, Christ ians, and others in the ancient wor ld, part icu larly dur ing 
the Hellen ist ic and Roman eras. The volume is organized around five overlap-
p ing areas where religion and travel intersect: travel related to honour ing deit ies, 
includ ing travel to festivals, oracles, and healing sanctuaries; travel to commun i-
cate the efficacy of a god or the superiority of a way of life, includ ing the diffusion 
of cults or movements; travel to explore and encounter foreign peoples or cul-
tures, includ ing descript ions of these cultures in ancient ethnographic materials; 
m igrat ion; and travel to engage in an occupat ion or vocat ion. 

W i t h in terd isciplinary con t r ibut ions that cover a range of literary, epigraphic, 
and archeological materials, the volume sheds light on the importance of move-
ment in connect ion wi t h religious lif e among Greeks, Romans, Nabateans, and 
others, includ ing Judeans and followers of Jesus. 
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