
The French Revo lu t ion igni ted the biggest debate o n pol i t ics and society i n Br i t 

ain since the C i v i l W a r 150 years earlier. The pub l i c controversy lasted f rom the 

in i t ia l , positive reaction to French events i n 1789 to the ou t lawing o f the radical 

societies i n 1799. This Cambr idge C o m p a n i o n highlights the energy, variety and 

inventiveness o f the literature wri t ten i n response to events i n France and the 

pol i t ica l reaction at home. It contains thirteen specially commis s ioned essays by 

an international team o f historians and l i terary scholars, a ch rono logy o f events 

and publicat ions and an extensive guide to further reading. Six essays concentrate 

on the p r inc ipa l writers o f the Revo lu t ion controversy: Burke , Paine, G o d w i n and 

Wollstonecraft . Others deal w i t h popula r radical culture, counter - revolu t ionary 

culture, the dist inctive con t r ibu t ion o f w o m e n writers, novels o f o p i n i o n , d rama 

and poetry. This vo lume w i l l serve as a comprehensive yet accessible reference 

work for students, advanced researchers and scholars. 
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