
Contents 

Maps and Tables viii 
Introduction ix 
Acknowledgements xvi 
Conventions xix 
Geographical Note xxv 
A Preliminary Note on Omani and Ibddi Sources xxx 

1. The Pre-Islamic Heritage: Yaman and Nizar 1 

2. The Pre-Islamic Heritage: Mazun and the Arabization 

of Arabia 35 

3. The Conversion to Islam 67 

4. The Omani Tribes in Basra 91 

5. The Origins of Ibadism 122 

6. The Early Ibadis 161 

7. The Propagation of Ibadism from Basra 211 

8. The Establishment of the Imamate in Oman 241 

9. Law and Order 269 

10. The Ibadi Ethos 304 

11. Civil War and Aftermath 321 

12. Consequences 361 

13. The 6/12 t h Century 395 

14. Madhhabization 413 
References 438 
General Index 457 
Index of Arabic Terminology 470 



Maps and Table 

Genealogical Table: The Azd (after cAwtabi) xxi 

Map 1. The Old Regional Names of Oman xxii 
Map 2. Central Oman xxiii 
Map 3. Northern Oman. (Reproduced from John C. Wilkinson, 
The Imamate Tradition of Oman (Cambridge, 1987), by kind 
permission of Cambridge University Press.) xxiv 


