
T A B L E OF C O N T E N T S 

PREFACE 1 
GENERAL INTRODUCTION 3 

I. Nicholas of Cusa [1401-1464] 3 
II. Ineffability 8 
11.1. Modern Research on 'Ineffability' 9 
11.2. Research on Cusanus' Concept of Ineffability 10 
III. The Methodology of the Dissertation 12 
111.1. The Method of our Research 12 
111.2. The Range of our Analysis 12 
111.3. Divis ion of the Dissertation 12 
111.4. The Mode of Quoting Cusanus' Texts 14 

PARTI 
INEFFABILIS: SEMANTICS, LEXICON, REGIONS OF 
KNOWLEDGE,LANGUAGE, A N D CONJECTURES 15 

CHAPTER 1 
THE S E M A N T I C S OF INEFFABILIS 17 

Introduction 17 
1.1. The Etymological Meaning of ineffabilis 17 
1.2. The Lexical Meaning of ineffabilis 18 
1.3. The 15 t h Century Meaning of ineffabilis 19 
1.4. The Definition of ineffabilis from Cusanus' Writings 21 

1.4.1. The Definition of «Definition» [diffinitio] 21 
1.4.2. The Definition of the Verb effor 21 
1.4.3. The Definition of the Verb l o q u o r 22 
1.4.4. The Definition of Effability and Ineffability 23 

Conclusion 24 

CHAPTER 2 
A N INEFFABILLIS-LEXICON F R O M C U S A N U S 27 

Introduction 27 
2.1. The Frequency of Ineffabilis in Cusanus' Writings 28 
2.2. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e docta i g n o r a n t i a 30 
2.3. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e c o n i e c t u r i s 35 
2.4. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue D e deo abscondito 38 
2.5. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e quaerendo deum 40 
2.6. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e f i l i a t i o n e dei 40 
2.7. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e dato p a t r i s l u m i n u m 45 
2.8. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue D e genesi 46 
2.9. Ineffabilis in the Treatise A p o l o g i a doctae i g n o r a n t i a e 48 
2.10. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue I d i o t a de s a p i e n t i a 48 
2.11. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue I d i o t a de menie 50 
2.12. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue D e pace f i d e i 52 

I; 



VI Contents 

2.13. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e v i s i o n e dei 54 
2.14. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e t h e o l o g i c i s c o m p l e m e n t i s 54 
2.15. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e p r i n c i p i o 56 
2.16. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue D e possest 58 
2.17. Ineffabilis in the Treatise C r i b r a t i o A l k o r a n i 62 
2.18. Ineffabilis in the Dialogue D e n o n - a l i u d 64 
2.19. Ineffabilis in the Treatise D e v e n a t i o n e sapientiae 66 
2.20. Implicit Use of Ineffabilis in Cusanus' Writings 68 
Conclusion 70 

C H A P T E R 3 
I N E F F A B I L I S A N D T H E REGIONS OF K N O W L E D G E 73 

Introduction 73 
3.1. Cusanus' Definition of Knowledge [ s c i e n t i a ] 73 
3.2. The Impossibility of Precise Knowledge 76 
3.3. The Possibility of Conjectural Knowledge 79 
3.4. The Gnoseological Regions 80 

3.4.1. The Region of the Senses [sensus] 83 
3.4.1.1. The Sensory Method: Perception 83 
3.4.1.2. The Possibilities and Limits of the 

Senses: Contracted Knowledge 84 
3.4.2. The Region of Reason [ r a t i o ] 85 
3.4.2.1. The Rational Method: 

«The L a w of Non-Contradiction» 86 
3.4.2.2. The Possibilities and Limits of Reason: 

Scientific Knowledge 88 
3.4.3. The Region of the Intellect 89 

3.4.3.1. The Intellectual Method: C o i n c i d e n t i a o p p o s i t o r u m . . . 9 0 
3.4.3.2. The Possibilities and Limits of the Intellect: 

D o c t a i g n o r a n t i a 92 
3.4.4. The Divine Region 94 

3.4.4.1. The Divine Methods: 'The Way of Removal' 96 
3.4.4.2. The Possibilities and Limits 

of the Divine Region: Theósis 99 
Conclusion 102 

C H A P T E R 4 
I N E F F A B I L I S A N D T H E REGIONS OF L A N G U A G E 105 

Introduction 105 
4.1. The Pseudo-Dionysian Legacy 106 
4.2. One Truth and Various Modes of Expressing 110 
4.3. The Sensory Region of Language 113 
4.4. The Rational Region of Language 114 

4.4.1. The Dubitative Mode of Speaking 115 
4.4.2. The Circular Mode of Speaking 116 
4.4.3. The Affirmative Mode of Speaking 118 
4.4.4. The Negative Mode of Speaking 121 



Contents VII 

4.4.5. The Eminent Mode of Speaking 124 
4.5. The Intellectual Region of Language 127 

4.5.1. The Paradoxical Mode of Speaking 128 
4.6. The Divine Region of Language 130 

4.6.1. The Copulative Mode of Speaking 130 
4.6.2. The Silent Mode of «Speaking» 132 

Conclusion 134 

C H A P T E R 5 
I N E F F A B I L I S A N D T H E C O N J E C T U R A L REGIONS 137 

Introduction 137 
5.1. The Ontological Regions 138 

5.1.1. Fourfold Progression of Oneness 139 
5.1.1.1. The First Oneness 140 
5.1.1.2. The Second Oneness 141 
5.1.1.3. The Third Oneness 141 
5.1.1.4. The Fourth Oneness 142 

5.1.2. The Stages-of-Return of Onenesses 142 
5.2. The Cosmological Regions 144 

5.2.1. The Three Worlds or Heavens 146 
5.2.2. The Circle of the Universe [Figure U] 147 

5.3. The Anthropological Regions 149 
5.3.1. M a n , an Image of G o d [ i m a g o d e i ] 149 
5.3.2. M a n , a Microcosm 151 
5.3.3. M a n , a Second G o d or H u m a n G o d 151 
5.3.4. The Agreement and Difference between Individuals 151 

5.3.4.1. The Regions of H u m a n Species 153 
5.3.4.2. Geographical Differences 154 
5.3.4.3. Physical and M o r a l Differences 155 

5.4. The Regions of Religion 155 
5.5. The Region of the L i v i n g / L i f e 156 
Conclusion 159 

P A R T II 
E X P R E S S I N G I N E F F A B I L I S T H R O U G H 
S I G N S , W O R D S , N A M E S , A N D P R A I S E S 160 

C H A P T E R 6 
EXPRESSING I N E F F A B I L I S T H R O U G H 'SIGNS' 161 

Introduction 161 
6.1. Cusanus' Notion of 'Sign' 161 
6.2. Kinds of Signs 162 

6.2.1. Verbal Signs 164 
6.2.1.1. The Stages of a Verbal Sign 164 
6.2.1.2. The Goal of a Verbal Sign 166 

6.2.2. Non-Verbal Signs 168 
6.3. Signs, Senses, and Imagination 170 



VIII Contents 

6.4. The Sign and the Signified 171 
6.5. Knowledge and Signs 172 
6.6. Ineffabilis and the Signs 174 

Conclusion 177 

C H A P T E R 7 
EXPRESSING I N E F F A B I L I S T H R O U G H ' W O R D S ' 179 

Introduction 179 
7.1. The Definition of ' W o r d ' 

[ v o c a b u l u m , v e r b u m , and logos] 180 
7.2. The Meaning of a W o r d [ v i s v o c a b u l i ] 182 
7.3. The Quiddi ty of a W o r d [ q u i d d i t a s v e r b i ] 183 
7.4. Parameters to Apprehend the Quiddity of Words 184 

7.4.1. Elevating the Intellect 
Above the Import of the Words 185 

7.4.2. Always be Alert to the Deceitfulness of Words 185 
7.4.3. Use Words as Precisely as Possible 186 
7.4.4. Interpret the Words According 

to the Writer's Thought 186 
7.5. Ineffabilis and the H u m a n W o r d 

[ v o c a b u l u m / v e r b u m ] 187 
7.5.1. Sensible/Vocal W o r d [ v e r b u m sensibile/vocale] 187 
7.5.2. Rational W o r d [ v e r b u m r a t i o n a l e ] 188 
7.5.3. Intellectual W o r d [ v e r b u m m e n t a l e ] 189 

7.6. Ineffabilis and the Divine W o r d [ l o g o s / v e r b u m ] 190 
7.6.1. Logos as Rational Principle 191 
7.6.2. Logos as Christ 192 
7.6.3. Logos as Wisdom 194 
7.6.4. Logos, Philosophy, Christology, and Theology 195 

7.7. Ineffabilis and the Divine-Human Words 197 
[lógos/ v e r b u m - v o c a b u l u m ] 197 

7.7.1. The Words of Christ 197 
7.7.2. The Words of the Gospel 199 
7.7.3. The Words of Moses 201 
7.7.4. The Words of Muhammad 203 

7.8. Ineffabilis and the Superhumanly Infused Words 206 
Conclusion 208 

C H A P T E R 8 
T H E IMPOSSIBILITY A N D T H E NECESSITY OF N A M I N G 211 

Introduction 211 
8.1. Theory of Adam's Language 211 

8.1.1. A d a m , the First H u m a n Being 212 
8.1.2. A d a m , the Father of Names 213 
8.1.3. A d a m , Father of the Ar t of Speaking 214 
8.1.4. The First Parents and the Ar t of Writ ing 215 

8.2. Cusanus' Theory of Naming 216 



Contents IX 

8.2.1. Name and Form [ n o m e n et f o r m a ] 217 
8.2.1.1. Types of Forms 218 
8.2.1.1.1. Absolute Form [forma a b s o l u t a ] 218 
8.2.1.1.2. Essential Form {forma e s s e n t i a l i s ] 218 
8.2.1.1.3. F inal /Def ining Form [ultima forma] 219 
8.2.1.1.4. Inferior Forms [ f o r m a e i n f e r i o r e s ] 219 
8.2.1.2. Examples for Name-Form Relation 220 
8.2.1.3. Theoretical Sciences and Form 221 

8.2.2. Was Cusanus a Nominalist or a Realist? 222 
8.2.3. Name and Reason [ n o m e n et r a t i o ] 224 
8.2.4. Three Levels of Names 225 

8.2.4.1. The Precise Name [ n o m e n p r a e c i s u m ] 225 
8.2.4.2. The Natural Name [ n o m e n n a t u r a l e ] 226 
8.2.4.3. The Arbitrary / Imposed Name 

[ n o m e n per a r b i t r i u m ] 227 
8.2.5. The Impossibility of Naming G o d Precisely 227 
8.2.6. The Impossibility of Naming Anything Precisely 229 
8.2.7. The Necessity of Naming 230 

Conclusion 233 

C H A P T E R 9 
EXPRESSING I N E F F A B I L I S T H R O U G H ' N A M E S ' 235 

Introduction 235 
9.1. One Truth and M a n y Names 235 
9.2. The Analysis of Traditional Names 237 

9.2.1. The Analysis of the Greek Name THEÓS 238 
9.2.2. The Analysis of the Hebrew Name Y H W H 241 
9.2.3. The Analysis of the Metaphysical Name U N U M 244 
9.2.4. The Analysis of the Christian Name T R I N I T A S 249 

9.2.4.1. «One» and «Three» 250 
9.2.4.2. Oneness, Equality, and U n i o n 251 
9.2.4.3. Oneness, Itness, and Sameness 252 
9.2.4.4. Father, Son, and H o l y Spirit 252 
9.2.4.5. The Loving Love, the Lovable Love, 

and the Union 253 
9.2.4.6. Not-Other, Not-other, and Not-Other 254 
9.2.4.7. The Inadequacy of Trinitarian Terms 254 

9.3. Cusanus' Neologisms 256 
9.3.1. The Name I D E M [ S A M E ] 257 
9.3.2. The Name P O S S E S T 

[ A C T U A L I Z E D - P O S S I B I L I T Y ] 259 
9.3.2.1. Possibility and Actuality 262 
9.3.2.2. P O S S E S T , 

«a sufficiently approximate name for God» ...263 
9.3.3. The Name N O N - A L I U D [ N O T - O T H E R ] 264 

9.3.3.1. Definition of N O T - O T H E R 265 
9.3.3.2. «NOT-OTHER» as Name of G o d 266 

file:///formae


X Contents 

9.3.3.3. The Inadequacy of the Name «NOT-OTHER» 268 
9.3.4. The Name POSSE I P S U M 269 

Conclusion 273 

C H A P T E R 10 
EXPRESSING I N E F F A B I L I S T H R O U G H 'PRAISES' 275 

Introduction 275 
10.1. The Divine Attributes 276 

10.1.1. The Divine Attributes in «Theologia circularis» 276 
10.1.2. A n Ontological Circularity? 279 
10.1.3. The Decalogue of Attributes 281 

10.2. The Divine Attributes as «Scientia laudis» 283 
10.2.1. The Origin of the Idea of Praise 284 
10.2.2. The Ontological Significance: 

«Omnia i g i t u r suo esse l a u d a n t Deum» 287 
10.2.3. The Theological Significance: 

D e u s , «absoluta l a u s ipsa» 289 
10.2.4. The Anthropological Significance: 

«Homo v i v u m psalterium» 290 
10.2.5. Religious Significance: «Laus» as «Adoratio» 292 
10.2.6. The Ethical Significance: 

«Laudabilia et vituperabilia» 293 
10.2.6.1. Free W i l l [ l i b e r u m a r b i t r i u m ] 295 
10.2.6.2. Obstacles in the Way of Praise 295 
10.2.6.3. The Axioms for a «Vita laudis» 296 
10.2.6.4. Effects of «Vita laudis» 297 

Conclusion 298 

A L O O K B A C K A N D A L O O K A H E A D 300 

11. A L O O K B A C K 
11.1. Synopsis of Ineffabilis in the Thought of 

Nicholas of Cusa 301 
11.1.1. Part One 301 
11.1.2. Part Two 308 

12. A L O O K A H E A D 
12.1. Unity in Diversity 315 

12.1.1. The Physical Plurality and the Metaphysical Unity .316 
12.1.2. The Epistemological Diversities 

and the Mystical Unity 316 
12.1.3. The Linguistic Diversities 

and the Oneness of Languages 317 
12.2. Dialogue for 'Unity in Diversity' 317 

12.2.1. Cusanus' Vis ion/Proposal for Unity: 
U n a r e l i g i o i n r i t u u m v a r i e t a t e 318 

12.2.2. Our Proposal for Inter-religious/cultural Dialogue.323 



Contents XI 

12.2.2.1. The Sensory Region of Dialogue 325 
12.2.2.2. The Rational Region of Dialogue 325 
12.2.2.3. The Intellectual Region of Dialogue 326 
12.2.2.4. The Divine Region of Dialogue 326 

EPILOGUE 328 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 329 
I. P R I M A R Y SOURCES 329 
II. S E C O N D A R Y L I T E R A T U R E 337 

A B B R E V I A T I O N S 352 
I N D E X OF N A M E S 354 


