
This b o o k explores the characteristics of l i t u r g i c a l experience - concentra t ion , 
s ingle m i n d e d n e s s , intent ional i ty , e m o t i o n a l catharsis a n d above a l l , the 
qua l i ty of encounter o n w h i c h persona l e n v i r o n m e n t d e p e n d s - a n e x p l o r a t i o n 
w h i c h leads into the d r a m a t i c shape u n d e r l y i n g b o t h l i t u r g y a n d theatre, that 
of the rite of passage itself. E x a m p l e s are g i v e n of such rites, u n d e r s t o o d f r o m 
the po int of v i e w of their theatrical nature a n d p u r p o s e . T h i s i n v o l v e s l o o k i n g 
at l i turg ica l structure f r o m a p o i n t of v i e w w h i c h u p to n o w has large ly been 
neglected b y scholars, a l t h o u g h its relevance emerges w i t h s t r i k i n g force, as 
the d r a m a of the i n c u r s i o n of the d i v i n e into h u m a n l ives . M a n y have s p o k e n 
and w r i t t e n of the ' d r a m a of re l ig ious r i t u a l ' a n d been content to leave it at 
that. Roger G r a i n g e r takes a c l iche a n d examines the often m i s u n d e r s t o o d 
t ruth it expresses. 


