
This work examines the role played by the bibl ica l m o t i f of the despo
l iat ion of Egypt i n the unders tanding Gentiles had of Jews, and h o w 
Jews defended themselves, their heroes and their God i n the face of 
anti-Jewish slander. It also examines the manner i n w h i c h Chris t ians 
learned from their rabbinic counterparts how to defend Moses and his 
God against the gnostic challenge. Beg inn ing w i t h Phi lo and based 
on haggadic additions, the embarrassment of the episode was 'healed' 
through allegory and became a crit ically important b ibl ica l just i f icat ion 
for the Chris t ian appropriat ion of the 'Egyptian treasures' of their Greco-
Roman cultural heritage. This work describes how Christ ians borrowed 
exegetical traditions from rabbis not only to defend their sacred texts 
against gnostic attacks but to justify their interest i n and appropriat ion 
of non-Chris t ian phi losophy i n their theological understandings. 
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