
CONTENTS

List of Figures vii

List of Tables x

Acknowledgements xi

Abstract xiii

Preface xv

Chapter 1 Introduction and Background by Tom Brindle and Jonathan Hart 1

Introduction 1
The project background 2
Location, topography and geology 2
Archaeological and historical context 4
Site investigation history 5
Methodology 6
The archive 7
The structure of this publication 7

Chapter 2 Excavation Results by Jonathan Hart, Mark Brett and Tom Brindle 9

Site chronology 9
Early prehistoric flints and prehistoric pottery 9
Period 1: Late Iron Age/Early Roman (c. AD 1-100) 9
Period 2.1: Early to Mid Roman (c. AD 100-250) 17
Period 2.2: Mid to Later Roman (c. AD 250-350) 24
Period 2.3: Late Roman (c. AD 350-410) 37
Period 3: Post-Roman and medieval (c. AD 410-1540) and Period 4: Post-medieval and

modern (c. AD 1540 to present day) 59

Chapter 3 The Artefacts 65

Introduction 65
Flint by Jacky Sommerville 66
Roman pottery by E.R. McSloy (S6
Samian pottery by Gwladys Monteil 90
Fired clay by Jacky Sommerville 94
Ceramic building material and stone roof tiles by Peter Warry 96
Architectural stone by Peter Davenport, Kevin Hayward and E.R. McSloy 102
Tufa by Kevin Hayward 105
Mortar and plaster backing (arriccio) by Kevin Hayward 105
Painted wall plaster by Kayt Hawkins 108
Glass by H.E.M. Cool \ 10
Stone objects by Ruth Shaffrey 114
Objects of shale and jet by E.R. McSloy \ 17
Metal finds by E.R. McSloy \\j
Coins by Peter Guest \ 37
Archaeometallurgical residues by Tim Young 154
Worked bone by Claire Collier-Jones 160



Chapter 4 Biological Evidence 164
Human bone by Sharon Clough 164
Animal bone by Matilda Holmes and Rebecca Gordon 167
Molluscs by Emma Aitken and Sarah E Wyles 171
Plant macrofossils by Sarah F. Wyles 173
Wood charcoal by Dana Challinor 187
Radiocarbon dating by Emma Aitken and Alistair J. Barclay 190

Chapter 5 Discussion by Tom Bundle 195
The ancient landscape 195
Earliest evidence 195
Where it began: the first settlement at Dings 195
Out with the old: new networks and new opportunities? 199
Laying the foundations 202
Dings at its peak 204
Land ownership and tenure 213
The people of Dings 214
Beyond the Roman period 217

References 221

Index 234

VI


