
Contents

List of Figures 1X

List of Tables x

Notes on Contributors X1

Acknowledgements XV1

Introduction: Petitions and Petitioning in Historical Perspective 1
RICHARD HUZZEY, MAARTJE JANSE, HENRY MILLER,

JORIS ODDENS, AND BRODIE WADDELL

Part I: Definitions 31

1 What is a Petition? 33
DAVID ZARET

2 Petitions and Petitioning through the Ages: Etymology
and Historical Semantics 51
JORIS ODDENS

3 Alike but Different: Varieties of Subscriptional Practices
and Communities 68
MARK KNIGHTS

4 Petitions: Rule-Bound but Malleable 86
JOANNA INNES

5 E-Petitions to Parliaments: Why Processes Matter 104

CRISTINA LESTON-BANDEIRA

Part II: Chronologies, Continuities, and Transformations 119

6 Transitions and Continuities in Petitioning in Early

Modern England 121
BRODIE WADDELL AND HANNAH WORTHEN

7 Strategies of Collectiveness: Representative Claims in Dutch
Petitionary Practices, c. 1600-1940 142
MAARTJE JANSE, JORIS ODDENS, ANNE PETTERSON,

JORIS VAN DEN TOL, EDURNE DE WILDE, AND ELSA MIEDEMA



viii Contents

8 Power, Policy, and Petitions in Jamaica, 1664-1834 160
AARON GRAHAM

9 Petitioning in Transition: Switzerland, 1481-1891 176
ANDREAS WURGLER

10 The Evolution of Petitioning in Europe and North America,
1850-2000 194
RICHARD HUZZEY AND HENRY MILLER

Part III: Petitions and Petitioning in Context 217

11 Unanimity, Anonymity, and Immunity: Thomas Haxey
and the Form of the Common Petition in 14th-Century England 219
GWILYM DODD

12 Negotiating Citizenship through Petitions in Late Medieval Italy 239
MARTA GRAVELA

13 Petitioning Soldiers, the Power of the Patient, and the Provision
of Military Welfare in nth-Century England and Wales 254
ISMINIPELLS

14 Petitions above Party: Congressional Representation
by Petition, 1789-1950 268
MAGGIE BLACKHAWK AND DANIEL CARPENTER

15 Petitioning the Soviet 'President': Mikhail Kalinin's Reception
Office, 1919-1946 284
LARADOUDS

Conclusion: And Your Petitioners, &c. 303
HENRY MILLER

Index 310



List of Figures

6.1 Pensions awarded in Kent quarter sessions, 1642-79 130
6.2 Relative word frequency of 'petition' in the Early English

Books Online TCP Corpus 140
8.1 Petitions to the Jamaica Assembly, 1663-1834 165
8.2 'Political' petitions and legislative initiatives in Jamaica,

1663-1834 166
8.3 'Administrative' petitions and public expenditure in Jamaica,

1663-1834 167
14.1 Petitions per 10,000 people for the House of Representatives

and Senate, 1789-1950 272
14.2 Heat map of women's suffrage petitions to the US Congress,

1900-10 278


