Contents

List of Tllustrations

Acknowledgements

Introduction

1

8

<)

“The art and mystery of simistry’ in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries

‘Well-handed needlewomen’

The development of ready-to-wear

‘Linnen drapery at reasonable rates’: 1720-1820

Slops and slop-sellers in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
‘Seam and gusset and band’

‘Society came and shuddered’

Bespoke needlework

Real lives

10 The seamstress in art and literature

Conclusion

Notes
Bibliography

Image Sources

Index

vi

45

67

81

i1k

143

165

187

211

2l

255

265

283

295
297



