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More than a century after his death, Walt 
Whitman remains a fresh phenomenon. 
Startling discoveries and massive transcription 
efforts are enabling new insights into his life 
and achievements. In the past few years new 
breakthroughs have proliferated, including 
the publication of a long-lost Whitman novel, 
Jack Engle, along with a hitherto unknown 
health guide for urban men and previously 
undiscovered poems. Myriad other documents 
have become more readily available, including 
largely unmined troves of journalism, narrative 
and documentary prose, and experimental 
note-keeping. Leaves of Grass and Whitman’s 
literary life as a whole are thus ripe for recon­
sideration. The Oxford Handbook of Walt 
Whitman embraces this expanded view of 
Whitman and charts new pathways in Whitman 
studies by bringing in new perspectives, 
methods, and contexts.



Oxford Handbooks offer authoritative 
and up-to-date surveys of original research 
in a particular subject area. Specially com­
missioned essays from leading figures in the 
discipline give critical examinations of the 
progress and direction of debates, as well 
as a foundation for future research. Oxford 
Handbooks provide scholars and graduate 
students with compelling new perspectives 
upon a wide range of subjects in the 
humanities, social sciences, and sciences.
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