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of intellectual traditions and variability of the archaeological record across Europe, we
encouraged authors to interpret their original brief according to their preferred the-
oretical standpoints, believing this approach to enrich the overall perspective. It is our
hope that this Handbook will provide a valuable and stimulating synthesis for anyone
interested in this fascinating period.

Our thanks are due to the many staff at Oxford University Press who have supported
us in the production of this Handbook over the years, particularly Hilary O'Shea, who
commissioned the volume, and her successor Charlotte Loveridge, along with Laura
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Brad Rosenkrantz, Cathryn Steele, and Emma Varley. OUP arranged for the transla-
tion of chapters into English, where needed. We are indebted to Pamela Lowther for
her help with copy-editing the chapters, and preparing and standardizing many of the
authors' original figures and tables. Roderick Salisbury kindly created the maps that
accompany many of the regional chapters. Many different sources have been used to
provide illustrations. We are grateful to all who provided permission to reproduce
copyright material; should there have been any inadvertent omissions or errors in our
acknowledgements, we would be pleased to set this right in any subsequent edition (and
the online version).

Thanks are due to student assistants Michaela Fritzl, Hanna Skerjanz, and Domnika
Verdianu at the Austrian Archaeological Institute for checking the bibliographies, and
for their help in creating an online bibliographic resource for the Handbook, which can
be accessed via Oxford Handbooks Online. The idea for the Handbook coalesced in
the course of the research programme Tracing Networks: Craft Traditions in the Ancient
Mediterranean and Beyond funded by the Leverhulme Trust (PI: Lin Foxhall), based at
the University of Leicester. We wish to acknowledge the generous support of the Trust
for work undertaken in the preparation of the Handbook. The School of Archaeology
and Ancient History, University of Leicester kindly funded some of the editorial work.

For various reasons, not least the 2020 pandemic, this Handbook has been long in
gestation; we would like to thank all our contributors for their forbearance. This print
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