
The Manichaeans of the Roman East is the first monograph that synthesizes 
an enormous body of primary material to reconstruct the history of East- 
Roman Manichaeans, from the time their first missionaries arrived in the ter
ritory of the Roman East until the disappearance of Manichaeism from the 
Eastern Roman Empire. Through her systematically comparative and intertex- 
tual investigation of the sources, Matsangou provides a number of original 
approaches to issues such as the classification of Manichaeism, the socio
religious profile and lifestyle of East Roman Manichaeans, the triggers of the 
severe anti-Manichaean persecutions. She thoroughly analyses the relation
ship between Manichaean and Christian ascetics for the first time, suggest
ing a possible Manichaean impact on the rise of ascetic manifestations 
among Christian ascetics, monks, and individuals in society. By considering 
the dimensions of the phenomenon of crypto-Manichaeism and using the 
concept of "entryism" - borrowed from politics - as a theoretical model, 
Matsangou makes intriguing hypotheses suggesting an alternative explana
tion for the disappearance of Manichaeism from the Roman East.

Rea Matsangou, Ph.D. (2021), Leiden University, is a member of the academic 
staff at the Department of History, Archaeology and Social Anthropology, 
University of Thessaly, Greece. Her recent publications include "The 'Children' 
of the Manichaeans: Wandering Extreme Ascetics in the Roman East Compared" 
in Manichaeism and Early Christianity (J. van Oort, ed.) (Brill, 2021).


