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Laodicea (vols. 2-5), essays in this volume challenge readers 
to reexamine what we know about the early church within 
Rome and the port city of Ostia. In the introductory section 
of the book, James R. Harrison discusses the material and 
documentary evidence of both cities, which sets the stage for 
the essays that follow. In the second section, Mary Jane Cuyler, 
James R. Harrison, Richard Last, Annelies Moeser, Thomas A. 
Robinson, Michael P. Theophilos, and L. L. Welborn examine 
a range of topics, including the Ostian Synagogue, Romans 
1:2-4 against the backdrop of Julio-Claudian adoption and 
apotheosis traditions, and the epistle of 1 Clement. In the 
final section of this volume, Jutta Dresken-Welland and Mark
Reasoner engage Peter Lampes magnum opus From Paul 
to Valentinus; Lampe wraps up the section and the volume 
with a response. Throughout, readers are provided with a 
rich demonstration of how the material evidence of the city 
of Rome illuminates the emergence of Roman Christianity, 
especially in the first century CE.
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