
Table of Contents

Foreword ..................................................................................................................................................................... 7
Abbreviations............................................................................................................................................................... 9
Something more than a beginning....................................................................................  11
Acknowledgements......................................................................................  13
1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................ 15
2. Numismatics and archaeology in Magdala/Taricheae................................................................................... 21
3. Magdala in the Galilee and the specific region of Lake Kinneret ............................................................. 27
4. Some aspects of monetary and numismatic periodization ........................................................................ 33

4.1 Third century BCE: Ptolemaic period .................................................................................................. 33
4.2 Second century BCE: Seleucid period..................................................................................................... 33
4.3 Hasmonean period (125 BCE—63 BCE)................................................................................................. 33
4.4 Early Roman period (63 BCE—First Jewish Revolt 70 CE)................................................................. 34
4.5 Period of Romanization (ca. 70—ca. 294) ............................................................................................... 36
4.6 Between the fourth and fifth century: the decline of small coins .................................................... 37
4.7 Byzantine period (498—ca. 640) ............................................................................................................... 39
4.8 Arab-Byzantine and early Umayyad period............................................................................................ 41
4.9 Islamic coinage ........................................................................................................................................... 42
4.10 The denarii of the Latin Empire............................................................................................................... 42
4.11 Evidence from the twentieth century..................................................................................................... 43

5. Critical Analysis of single finds......................................................................................................................... 45
5.1 The Ptolemaic period — third century BCE (see 4.1)........................................................................... 47
5.2 The Seleucid period — second century BCE (see 4.2) ......................................................................... 47
5.3 The Hasmonean period (125 BCE—63 BCE) (see 4.3) ....................................................................... 49
5.4 The Herodian dynasty, the Roman administration and the First Jewish Revolt (63 BCE—70 CE) 

(see 4.4) ........................................................................................................................................... 52
5.5 The Romanization of currency: Roman coins and Roman provincial coinage (ca. 70—ca. 294) 

(see 4.5) ........................................................................................................................................... 56
5.6 Phoenicia and Syria .................................................................................................................................. 57
5.7 Roman imperial coinage, Galilee and Samaria ...................................................................................... 57
5.7 The Decapolis and Provincia Arabia ..................................................................................................... 59
5.8 Uncertain Mints or Authority (MP)......................................................................................................... 60
5.9 Countermarked coins................................................................................................................................ 69
5.10 A noteworthy assarion of Gallienus ....................................................................................................... 72



5.11 From Gallienus to Diocletianus ........................................................................................................... 72
5.12 The decline of small currency during the Late Roman period: fourth-fifth century (cf. 4.6) ... 74
5.13 From the monetary reform of Constantius II (348) to the end of the fourth century .............. 76
5.14 Notes on a Phoenician lead weight ..................................................................................................... 81
5.15 Byzantine period and at the beginning of Arab-Byzantine coins (see 4.7—4.8)............................. 84
5.16 Arab-Byzantine coinage.......................................................................................................................... 85
5.17 Arab-Byzantine and Arabic coins (see 4.8-4.9) Arianna D’Ottone.................................................. 87
5.18 Crusader period (see 4.10) ..................................................................................................................... 88
5.19 Modern period (see 4.11)........................................................................................................................ 89
5.20 Conclusions: From money to economy ............................................................................................... 89

Catalogue ........................................................................................................ 91

Greek coins and Roman provincial coins of Syria and Phoenicia ................................................................... 95
Hasmonean and Herodian dynasty coins .............................................................................................................. 123
Roman procurators and the Jewish wars against Rome...................................................................................... 199
Greek coins and Roman provincial coins of Palestine and South Arabia ....................................................... 211
Roman imperial coins ................................................................................................................................................ 275
Byzantine coins .......................................................................................................................................................... 367
Arab-Byzantine coins ................................................................................................................................................ 375
The Latin kingdom of Jerusalem............................................................................................................................ 387
Modern Coins ............................................................................................................................................................ 391
Bibliography................................................................................................................................................................ 395


