
The Society for New Testament Studies monograph series 
presents specialized research into all aspects of New 
Testament textual and historical culture, taking a range 
of approaches. This is widely recognized as the most 
authoritative and prestigious forum for serious scholarly 
publication in the area, and series books are highly regarded 
by biblical scholars the world over. The series has been 
published by Cambridge since 1965, and now contains more 
than 175 titles.

In this book, Nathan C. Johnson offers the first full-scale 
study of David traditions in the Gospel of Matthew’s story 
of Jesus’s death. He offers a solution to the tension between 
Matthew’s assertion that Jesus is the Davidic messiah and 
his humiliating death. To convince readers of his claim that 
Jesus was the Davidic messiah, Matthew would have to bridge 
the gap between messianic status and disgraceful execution. 
Johnson’s proposed solution to this conundrum is widely 
overlooked yet refreshingly simple. He shows how Matthew 
makes his case for Jesus as the Davidic messiah in the passion 
narrative by alluding to texts in which David, too, suffered. 
Matthew thereby participates in a common intertextual, 
Jewish approach to messianism. Indeed, by alluding to 
suffering David texts, Matthew attempts to turn the tables of 
the problem of a crucified messiah by portraying Jesus as the 
Davidic messiah not despite, but because of his suffering.
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